Acerca de este libro

Esta es una copia digital de un libro que, durante generaciones, se ha conservado en las estanterias de una biblioteca, hasta que Google
escanearlo como parte de un proyecto que pretende que sea posible descubrir en linea libros de todo el mundo.

Ha sobrevivido tantos afios como para que los derechos de autor hayan expirado y el libro pase a ser de dominio publico. El que un lik
dominio publico significa que nunca ha estado protegido por derechos de autor, o bien que el periodo legal de estos derechos ya ha ex
posible que una misma obra sea de dominio publico en unos paises y, sin embargo, no lo sea en otros. Los libros de dominio publico so
puertas hacia el pasado, suponen un patrimonio histérico, cultural y de conocimientos que, a menudo, resulta dificil de descubrir.

Todas las anotaciones, marcas y otras sefiales en los margenes que estén presentes en el volumen original apareceran también en este
testimonio del largo viaje que el libro ha recorrido desde el editor hasta la biblioteca y, finalmente, hasta usted.

Normas de uso

Google se enorgullece de poder colaborar con distintas bibliotecas para digitalizar los materiales de dominio publico a fin de hacerlos a
a todo el mundo. Los libros de dominio publico son patrimonio de todos, nosotros somos sus humildes guardianes. No obstante, se t
trabajo caro. Por este motivo, y para poder ofrecer este recurso, hemos tomado medidas para evitar que se produzca un abuso por parte
con fines comerciales, y hemos incluido restricciones técnicas sobre las solicitudes automatizadas.

Asimismo, le pedimos que:

+ Haga un uso exclusivamente no comercial de estos arcileosos disefiado la Busqueda de libros de Google para el uso de particul
como tal, le pedimos que utilice estos archivos con fines personales, y no comerciales.

+ No envie solicitudes automatizad@er favor, no envie solicitudes automatizadas de ningun tipo al sistema de Google. Si est4 lleva
cabo una investigacion sobre traduccion automatica, reconocimiento 6ptico de caracteres u otros campos para los que resulte Ut
de acceso a una gran cantidad de texto, por favor, envienos un mensaje. Fomentamos el uso de materiales de dominio publico
propdsitos y seguro que podremos ayudarle.

+ Conserve la atribucioha filigrana de Google que vera en todos los archivos es fundamental para informar a los usuarios sobre este [
y ayudarles a encontrar materiales adicionales en la Busqueda de libros de Google. Por favor, no la elimine.

+ Manténgase siempre dentro de la legalidaea cual sea el uso que haga de estos materiales, recuerde que es responsable de aseg
gue todo lo que hace es legal. No dé por sentado que, por el hecho de que una obra se considere de dominio publico para los u
los Estados Unidos, lo sera también para los usuarios de otros paises. La legislacion sobre derechos de autor varia de un pais ¢
podemos facilitar informacién sobre si esta permitido un uso especifico de algun libro. Por favor, no suponga que la aparicién de ur
nuestro programa significa que se puede utilizar de igual manera en todo el mundo. La responsabilidad ante la infraccién de los de
autor puede ser muy grave.

Acerca de la Busqueda de libros de Google

El objetivo de Google consiste en organizar informacion procedente de todo el mundo y hacerla accesible y til de forma universal. El prog
Busqueda de libros de Google ayuda a los lectores a descubrir los libros de todo el mundo a la vez que ayuda a autores y editores a lleg:
audiencias. Podréa realizar blsquedas en el texto completo de este libro en la web, en Jatipalbeoks.google.com |



https://books.google.es/books?id=Ty1cAAAAcAAJ&hl=es

This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

[l

Google books s

https://books.google.com E

A


https://books.google.es/books?id=Ty1cAAAAcAAJ&hl=es

Digitized by GOOS[Q









oguzeary GOOgle



Digitized by GOOgIQ



oguzeary GOOgle



oguzeary GOOgle






R . \
- S .
0
=
. r .
. o . .
.
R . \
, . .
S '




"
T
TS Al 7]
.
‘
|
|
- |' ‘
A .



M AXIMS
AN\D
MORAL REFLECTIONS.
e e,
BY

THE DUKE

DE LAROCHIFOUCAULT. .

AN IMPROVED EDITION.

LONDON:
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE
AT THE
Pinervasfrrels,
LEADENHALL-STREET.

——— M+ e

HM.DCC.XCY.

JCSORE -






PREFACE. -
e —————

THE Public is here prefentéd with
a New Tranflation of the MorAL
Maxiwms of Francis the Sixth, Duke
de la Rochefoucault: a performance
of fuch eftimation, that its noble Au-
thor lived 1o fee five or fix Editions of
it: and fince his death it has run
thi'ough very many more ; nottomen=-
tion Tranflations. As far as the two
languages permit, the Tranflator has
* followed in the difpofition of the:
- Az Maxims

P



iv PREFACE,

- Maxims the alphabetical order of Mr,
: Ameclot de la Houffaye, to whom he
" is aifo beholden for many well-col-
le€ted authorities from the judicious
Tacitus, and fome other ancient wri-
ters.  In his own notes he has chiefly
aimed at the explanation, or illuftration,
of his Author’s fyftem. He has re-
jected fuch maxims as were manifeft
repetitions,or apparently fpurious ; and
retained only fuch as, after compari-
fon of the beft Editions, he concluded
to be genuine. He has alfo taken
greatcare to exprefs the fenfe of the Ori-
ginal (in which the Englifh Tranfla-
tions have been hitherto defective ;)
and at the fame time (what none of
them have attempted) to do the Duke
de la Rochefoucault the juftice tomake

him Jpeak Englifh. .
ADVER-



ADVERTISEMEN T.
————

U NCOMMON talents, cultivated
by a finifhed education, formed in
the DukE de la RoCHEFOUCAULT
one of the brighteft ornaments of the
Court in which he fhone: honoured,
in the higheft degree, by his Sove-
reign—celebrated byall who where ca- -
pable of eftimating true merit. In the
army, fignalized by a zeal and bravery
worthy himfelf,——at once accom-
plithed, generous,and thefoldier. But,

. A 3 he



vi ADVERTISEMENT.

he yetafpired to a new fpecies of glory,
that of forming the tafte of theFrench
nation.

To the amiable and excellent cha-
ra&er of our illuftrious Author, the.
Marchionefs de Sevigné bears abun-
dant teftimony. Speaking of him in
his Jaft illnefs, fays this elegant writer,
¢ No. has he pafled his life in making-
« Refleftions and Maxims_to no pur-
« pofe; hehas thereby rendereddeath
« fo familiar to him, that the afpect is
¢« neither new nor fhocking.” He
dicd at Paris in 1680, aged 63.

With refpect to the prefent edition .

“of thefe Maxims it- may be proper to
obferve, that it is not merely a repub-
lication of the former in 1749. The
T'ranflation has been revifed with that
care, and that freedom, which became

o 2 -~ neceflary
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ADVERTISEMENT. vii

neceffary upon confulting the original.
From thisyand various additional notes,
the edition now fubmitted to the Public
may have obtained, it is hoped, no
fmall advaptage. After all, to tranf-
fufe into a tranflation with' concifenefs
and perfpicuity, the peculiar force and
fpirit of the original, is rather to be
attempted than accomplithed.

High in efteem as thefe Maxims
are held, it is not to be denied that the
noble Author ftands charged with be-
ing a cenfor much too fevere; giving
ill conftrutions ta indifferent a&ions;
and even to gond ones—afcribing un-
worthy motives.

. In favourof our Author’s fyftem it
ison the other hand alledged, that per-
fet virtue, in the prefent ftate of things,
is notto be found ; thata mixture o

. error
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error and truth conftitutestoo many of ‘
our actions ; that the heart of man is
corrupted by pride, feduced by felf-
love, encompafled by bad example;
that certain human aéions, miftaken
by the world for virtues, are really no
more than their refemblances; that in
fpite of the efforts of Reafon, Pride and
Self-love never fail to lurk in the re-
cefles of the heart, and . too often,
through its motions and inclinations,
to diffufe their venom. .

That thefe Maxims contributedmore
than any other work to form a tafte,
and givea true relifh for propriety and’
correétnefs, we have the teftimony of
no lefs a writer than M. de Voltaire.
« Though (fays he) there is but
¢« onc truth running through the whole
“« picce, namely, - that felf-love is the

‘ « f{pring
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ADVERTISEMENT, S

Kl fpring of all our actions and detera

minations; this thought prefents it<
felf under fuch a variety of forms, as
never fail to ftrike withnew furprife,
This little colleGion was much read
and admired ; itaccuftomed oura. .
thors to think, and to comprife their
thoughtsin a lively, corred, and de-
licate turn of phrafe; which was a
merit utterly unknown to any Euro-
pean writer before him, fince the
revival of lctters.§ His Memoirsg
are ftill read, and his Maxims are
known by beart,” o

In the Earl of Chefterficld’s Letters,

we frequently view his Lordfhip both
as an ‘admirer and defender of our
Author. ¢ La Rochefoucault is, I

« knOW,
§ Siécle de Louis XIV,
1 D’Annc ¢’ Autriche,
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« know, blamed, (fays his Lordfhip)
« but, I think, without reafon, for de-
« riving all ouradionsfrom thefource
<« of felf-love. For my own part, I
« fee a great deal of truth, and no
« harm at ally in that opinion. Itisfuf-
« ficient that we feek our own happi-
¢« nefsinevery thing we do ; anditisas
« certain that we can only find it in
“« déing well, andin conforming all our
« actions-to the ruleof right reafon,
« whichis thé great Law of Nature.
« It is only a miftaken felf-love that is
¢ a blameable motive, when we take
« the immediate and indifcriminate
« gratification of a paffion, or appetite,
¢« for real happinefs. Butam I blame.
« able, ifI do a good adtion with a
¢« view to the happinefs which that ho-
« neft confcioufnefs will give me?

\, « Surely



ADVERTISEMENT. xj

« Surely not. On the contrary, thag
% pleafing confcioufnefsis a proof of
“ my virtue§” Again, « Read in the
‘ morning fome ofLa Rochefoucault’s
¢« Maxims ; cordfider them, examine
¢« them well, and compare them with
“ the real charaers you meet in the
« -evening.+—T:ill you come to know
“ mankind by your own experience,
“ Iknow no thing, nor no man,
¢ that can, in the mean time, bring
« you fo well acquainted with them
“as Le Duc de la Rochefoucault,
“ His little book of Maxims, which
« I would advife you to look into,
« for fome moments at leaft, every
“ day of your life, is, I fear, too like
#¢ and too exact a piture of Human
«¢ Nature,
§L ‘ug.
1L, 225



xif ADVERTISEMEN'T:

&« Nature. I own, it feems to de-
« grade it, but yet by experience
-« does notconvinceme thatit degrades
“ it unjuftly.”§
¢ Would you know man indepen-
% dently of modes, read La Rochefou-
¢ cault, who I am afraid paints him
“ very exallly.1” .
After fuch eminent teftimoniesto an
eftablithed fame, the reader will hardly
expe& any apology for offering to his
perufal an improved edition of
" 7THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCALT’S
: MAXIMS,
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[
34
»
O v




bc—————— —

o
ﬁ“

M AXIMS,

ABILITY.. .-
) 8

THE height of ability confifts in-
a thorough knowledge of the real
value of things, and of the genius of
the age in which we live.*

2. Ta

I Tacitus fays of Seneca, ¢ amenumilli inge-
mium, et temponss illius auribus accmmodatum.™ He
hada gh:a.ﬁng genius, which was well adapted to the

(-

times he lived in.

Mof of the authars immortalized by their contem-
poraries, have been indebted to this knowledge ;
or to the good fortane of living in times with which
their abilities coincided. The Auguftian age, fond
of their new acquaintances the Greek writers, ad-
vanced to the pinnicle of fame all fuch Romans as
imitated them tolerably well. Hence the undeferved

repucation of fome of the authors of that Period.
- Among



2 «  MAXIMS.
2. To know when to conceal our
ability, requires no fmall degree of it*

3. Few ofus have abilities to know
all the ill we occafion.

. 4. There are fome affairs, as well as .

fome diftempers, which by ill-timed

remedies are made much worfe : great

* ability is requifite to know the danger
of applying them.}

ACCIDENTS.

5. No accidents, are fo unlucky,
but what the prudent may draw fome
advantage from ; nor are there any fo

E \ lucky,

Among ourfelves, the laft age confidered Poetry as
comprehending all qualifications, even thofe ot am-
baffadorsand fecretaries of ftate : the pretent, on the
contrary, thinks it fcarce worth reading.

* < Unus ex-legatis (Helvetiorum) Claudius
Coflus, note facundiz ; fed dicena: artem apia
¢ trepidutione accultans 5 atque, eo walidior, mili-
¢ tis animum mitigavit.”” Tac. H. i. Claudius
Coffus was a man of known eloquence ; but he
knew when to conceal it, and appeafed a mutiny
of the foldiery by feigning a panic.

:L“ kelix intempcflivis remediis deli®a accende-
€ bat.” Tac. A.'xii Felix increafed diforders, by
unreafonable reformations

«

€ Omittere

wy



MAXIMS. g

lucky, but what the imprudent may
turn to their prejudice.

6. Accideats fometimes happen,
from which a man cannot extricate
himfelf without a degree of madnefs.

ACTIONS.

7. Greata&ions, the luftre of which
dazzles us, are by politicians reprefen-
ted as the effeéts of deep defign;
whereas they are commonly the efteéts
of capric:and paflion. Thus the war
between Auguftus and Anthony, fup-
pofed to be owing to the ambition of
giving a mafter to the woild, arofe
probably from jealoufy.*

B2 : 8. Men"

¢ Omittere potius prewvalida et adulta witia, quim
¢ hoc adfequi, ut palm fieret quibus flagitiis
¢¢ impares effemus.” Tac. A. iii. There aicin.
veterate diforcers, which it is more prudentto connive
at, than to manire't our impotence by a vain attempt
to fupprefs. ¢ Nocuit (Galba) antiquus rigor et
& nimia feveritas, cui j'mpa-es non fumus.”  Tac.
H. i. Galba hurthimfelfby :&ingz up to the feverity
of the ancient laws, which the t:mes could not bear.

* Pliny the hiftorian f.ys, that the Socal War
had itsrife from a private quirrel between Livius
Drufusand Czpio, about a ring under fule, for which
they bid againit each other, :
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8. Men boaft of great a&ions but
they ar¢ oftener the effets of chance
than defign. C

9. Our ations by fome are fup=
pofed to be under the influcnce of
good or bad ftars, to which they
owe the praife or blame they meet
with, ®

10. The moft brilliant ation ought
not to pafs for great when it is not the
effect of great defign. .

11, Between our defigns and our
a&tions a certain proportion thould be
obferved, would we reap, from both,
the advasitages they might produce.

12. Our a&ions are like the termi=
pations of verfes, which we rime as
we pleafe,t

13 Ofteri

.® A thoufand fuperftitions of this fort were fur-
nithed by the Recligion of the Pagans, which fetved e -
raife their hopes as well as Rears.

_ ¥ Adtions, in themfelves, are indifferent; the me~
€ves and the erd are what charaerize them.
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13. Often fhould we be athamed of
our beft altions, were the world to
witnefs the motives which produce
them.

4. To praife great alions with
fincerity, may be faid to be taking part
in them.

ACCENT,

15. The accent of a man’s native
country is as ftrongly imprefled on his
mind as on his tongue. '

ADVICE.

16, Of nothm(r are we fo liberal as
advice. . §

17. Nothing is lefs fincere than our
manner of afking or of giving advice.
He who afks advice, and feems to have
a refpeétful defercnce for the opinion
of his friends, aims -only at getting
his own approvcd and ‘making that'
friend refponfible for his conduét. On.
thc other hdnd he who gives advice,’

‘ B3 . repays.
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repays the confidence fuppofed to be:
placed in him by a feemingly difinte-
refted zeal, whilft he feldom means

more than his. own intereft or reputa-
tion. *

18. Toknow how to profit by good
advice, requires nearly as much ability
as to know how to aét for one’s felf.

19. We may give advice, but we
cannot give conduét, ) ,

AFFECTATION.

20. Never are we made fo ridicu-
lous by the qualities we have, as by
thofe we affeét to have. An affeéla-
tion of wifdom often prevents our be-
coming wife.

21. Better is it to appear to be what
weare, than to affect tobe what we
are not.,

AFFLIC-

® Lord Shaftefbury, in his Soliloquy, fays, ¢ No
€6 one was ever the better for advice : in general, what
¢ we called giving advice was properly taking occa-
¢¢ fion to fhew our own wifdom at anotKer's expence;
¢ and to receive advice was little better than tamcly
¢ toafford another the occafion of yaifing himfelf 1
¢ chasadter from our defe@s.”




MAXIMS: g
AFFLICTION,

. 22. Whatever we may pretend, felf-
intereft and vanity are the ufual fources
of our afiliQions.

23. In afilition thefe are feveral
kinds of hypocrify. Under the idea of
weeping for the 16fs of the perfon who
Was dear to us, we weep in reality for
ourfelves : we weep over the diminu=
tion of our fortune, of our pleafure, of
our importance. ‘Thus have the dead
the honout of tears which in fa& ftream
- foi theliving. I call this a fortof hy-
pocrify, for we imipofe on ourfelves.
But there is another fort of hypocrify,
which is lefsinnocent, becaufe it ime<
pofes on the world: and that is the af-
flition of fuch as afpire to the glory of
unceafing forrow. When time, which
confumes all things, has wornmout the
grief which they really had, ftill they
perfift in tears, lamentations, and fighs.
They afflume a mournful behaviour §
and, in all their actions, labour to

demonftrate
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demonttrate that their afliGtion will
terminate only in death. This dif-
agreeable, this intolerable vanity is
common among ambitious women.
The fex barsall the paths of glory, and
they endeavour to render themfelves
celebrated, by the oftentation of incon-
folable affliction. Yet another fpe-
ciesof tears is there, whofe fhallow
fpring eafily overflows, and as eafily
dries up. We weep, to acquire the
reputaiion of being tender ; we weep,
in order to be pitied ; we weep, that
we may be wept over ; we even wecp
to avoid the fcandal of not weeping.

24. For the lofs of fome friends we
regret more than we grieve, for the lofs
of others we grieve, yet do not regret.

25. Moft women lament the death
“of a lover, not fo much from real affec-
tion, as becaufe they would appear to
be the more worthy of having been
beloved. .
R v . AGE.

SN
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AGE: ' !

6. The approach of old age, géne<
rallg' points out the midnner, in which
both body and mind will decay.*

27. We arrive at the different peri-
ods of life mere novices: we want ex-
perience, notwithftanding the number
of years we have had to gain it.4

28. Vivacity, increafed by age, falls
little thort of frenzy:

AGREEABLENESS.

29. So fuperficially do we judge,
that common words andactions, fpoken
and

® Toa fkilful. bférver, the future defets of a
man’s mind and body may fometimes be vifible from
the time he is adult; us’a good mechanic, from the
accurate infpection of a machine, may perhaps pre-
di& where it will decay.

4 Age does not neceflarily confer experience : nor
do-s even precept; nor any thing but an intercourfe
_and acquaintance with things. And we frequently
fee thoic, wh have wanted opportunities to indulge
their juvenile paffions in youth," go prepofterous
en thsip old age, wich all the fymptoms ot youthy
except ability, . ’
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and done agreeably, and with fome
knowledge of the world, often fuceeed
beyound real ability.* :

30. Ofagreeablenefs, as diftinét from
beauty we may fay, thatitis a fym-
metry, the rules of which are un-
known ; a fecret conformity of the
features to one another, to the com-
plexion, to the carriage. - '

i

AMBITION,

31. When the ambitious propofe an
end to their ambition, they deccive
_ themfelves; for, when attained, the
end becomes a means.

32. When great men fuffer them-
felves to be fubdued by the length of
misfortune, they difcover that the
ftrength of ambition, not of under-
ftanding, was that which fupported

: : them.

* ¢ How often have I feen the moft folil merit-
¢ and knowledge ncglected, unwelcome, and even’
¢ rejelted ; while flimiey parts, little knowledge,
¢¢ and lefs merity introduced by the Graces, have been
€ received, cher.fhed, and admired 1™ L. Cheft, Let.
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them. They difcover too that heroes,
allgwing for a little vanity, are very
much like other men.

33. The greateft ambition, when
whac it afpires to is unattainable,
conceals itfelf.

34. What feems to be generofity is
often ambition difguifed ; overlooking
a fmall intercft in order to gratify a
greatone.

~ 35. Moderation muft not claim the

merit of combating and conquering am-
bition ; for they can never exift in the
fame fubject. - Moderation is the lan-
guor and floth of the foul; ambition,
its activity and ardour.

36. From love we often pafson to
ambition ; but feldom do we recturn
from ambition to love.

37. An able man will arrange his
refpective interefts, and condutt each
inits proper order. Ambition is of-
ten injurious, by tempting us to profe-

cute
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cute too much at once. By earneft]
defiring the lefs confiderable, we lofe
the moft important, '

APPEARANCE.

38. In every profeffion, each indi-
~wvidual affe&s to appear juft what he
wifhes to be fteemed, We may fay,
therefore, the world is compofed oi'
pothing but appearances.

APPLICATION,

39. Thofe who apply themfelves
much tolittle things, commonly be.
come incapahle of great enes.

40. Few things are in themfelves .

impra&icable. ltis f¢~want of appli-
gation, rather than of means, that men
fail of fuccefs.

AVARICE.

41. Mifers miftake gold for their
good; whereas it can, at beft, be the
means of attaining it.+

52. Avarice
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42. Avarice is more oppofite ta-
economy than liberality, .

43. Avarice in the extreme is ever
making miftakes. T here is nopaffion -
that oftener miffes its aim; nor on
which the prefent has fo much in-
fluence, in prejudice of the future.

44. Avarice often produces cons
trary effe@s.—Some Sacrifice their
prefent fortunes to dubious and dif-
tant expectations ; others prefer pre-
fent advantages, though {mall, to great
ones in future. ’

C BENEFITS,

+ That there is fuch an irrational avarice as con-
fines itfelf tothe mere fatisfa@ion arifing from heap-
ing up, looking at, and'touching gold and filver, with-
out any regard to their ufe, every age furnifhes us
with too many examples to admit a doubt.

¢ Defire of riches is covetoufnefs, a name ufed
¢ always in fignification of blame : becaufe men con
«¢ tending for them are difpleafed with one another
attaining them ; though tg\c defire in itfelf to be
blumed or allowed, according t the means by which
thefe richesare fought. _Ambition, whichis a defire
of office or precedence, is a name ufed alfo in the
worft fenfe, for the reafon before mentioned.™
Hcpbes, Leviath, -



14. MAXIMS.

BENEFITS.

.

45. Men forget not only benefits
but injuries: They even hate thofe
whohave obliged them; and ceafe to
hate thofe who have injured them.—
An attention to requite kindnefles,
and revenge wrongs, feems to be
equally unfupportable.

- 46. Every one takes a pleafure in
returning {mall obligations; many
there are who acknowledge modecrate
ones ; whilft few repay great obliga-
tions, except with ingratitude.

,. BUSINESS.

47. The ruft of bufinefs is fome-
times polifthed off in a camp ; but ne-
ver in a court,

48. Civility

+ ¢ To have reccived greater benefits than there
¢¢ is hope torequite, difpofeth to counterfeitlove, but
¢¢ really to fecret hatred 5 and puts a maninto the
¢ eftate of defperate debtor, who, in declining the
¢ fightofhiscreditor,tacitly wifheth him there where
¢ he might never fee him more. For benefits oblige,
¢¢ ‘and obligation is thraldom, and unrequitable obli-
¢ gations perpctual thraldom, which is hateful.

Leviathy p. 48,

—_—
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CIVILITY.

48. Civility is a defire to attra& ci-
vility, and to be accounted well-bred.

CLEMENCY.

49. ‘Clemency in princes is poliey,
to gain the affections of their fubje&s.*

50. Clemency, which is deemed a
virtue, proceeds fometimes from va-
nity, fometimes from indolence, often
from fear ; but generally from a mixture

of all three.§ R
Ca2 CON-

® ¢¢ Novum imperium inchoantibustillisclemen-
¢ tizfama.” Tac. A. iv. In the beginning ofa
reign, the reputation of clemency is ferviceable.

-§ Clemency proceeds fometimes from vanity,
like that of Tiberius towards Silanus and C)minius,
¢¢ Patientiam libertatis alienz oftentans. Tac. A, vi.
Making an oftentation ot his paticnce with regard to
the liberties that where taken with him.

Sometimes from indolence.] ¢¢ Oblivione magis
¢¢ quam clementid.” Tac. A. vi. Rather through
forgetfulnefs than clemency.

Often from fear.] ¢ Julius Civilis periculo ex-
¢¢ emptus, prapotens inter Batavos, ne fupplicio cjus
¢¢ ferox gensalienaretur.™ Tac. H.i. Julius Civilus,
who had great authority among the Batavi, was faved,
left his punithment thould irritate that warlike people.
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' CONDUCT.

§1. That condu@ fometimes feems
tidiculous, the fecret '{eafons of which
may be wife and folid.§

CONS‘TANCY.'

52. The conftancy of the wife is
the art of concealing difquictude.

53. The misfortunes of other people
we all canbear with anheroic conftancy.

k4. Con=

ThatofL. J. Brutus, for example, whofe father
and eldelt brother, Tarquin having murdered, he
counterfeited himfelf a fool,in order to cfcz;i)e thefame
danger. Tarquin, thinking his fily real, defpifed
the man; and having pofleflcd himfelf of his eftate,

kep: him asan idiot, mcrely with a view of making -

fport for his children. At the death of Lucretia,

rutus, happening to be prefent, threw off the matk :
he drew the poignard reeking from her wound, and
lifting it up tow.rds heaven ; ¢ Be witnefs, ye Gods,™
¢¢ he cried, ¢¢ that from this moment I pro:laim my-
4¢ 11 the avenger of the chafte Lucretia’s deatht ;
¢¢ from this moment I profefs myfelf the enemy of
& Tarquin.” An amazement {‘ized the hearers!
In the iequel, Tarquin was cxpelled, and Brutus was
proclained Deliverer of the People:
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54. Conftancy in love is perpetual
inconftancy : itattachesus fucceflively
to every one of the good qualities of
the perfon beloved; fometimes giving
the preference to one, fometimes to
another. Conftancy of thiskind, there-
fore, is no more than inconftancy con-
fined to a fingle obje&t.

§5. In love there are two ‘forts of
conftancy: onesarifing from contin-
ually finding, in the favourite objedt,
frefh, motives ; the other from making
conftancy .a point of honour.

§6. In misfortune we often miftake
dejetion for conftancy: we endureit

~without daring to look atit; like cow-
ards, who fufter themfelves to be mur-
dered without refiftance.

CONTEMPT.

_ 57. In praifing the paft we fome-
times condemn the prefent; we fhew
‘our contempt of what now is, by our
efteem for what is no more.§

C3 58. None
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58. None but the contemptibje are
apprehenfive of contempt.

CONVERSATION.

59. In converfation, confidence has
a greater fhare than wit.

60. We meet with few men who ate
agreeable in converfation : the reafon
is, we think more of what we have to
advancey than of what they haveto an-
fwer. Even thofe who arc moft happy
in addrefs and politenefs, fancy they
do enough in feeming only to be atten-
tives  Atthe fame time their eyes and
minds betray a diftraction with refpeét
to what is addrefled to them; and an
impatience to return to what they them-
felves were faying ; notrefleCting that
to be thus ftudious to gratify them-

: felves

. § We condemn the prefent by praifing the paft.
This is thz commdntrack of fatireft, ¢¢ Credo pudi-
¢¢ citiam Saturno rege moratam interris.” 1 believe
there was fuch athing onearth as chaftity inSaturn’s
reign, fays Juvinal. And this is no inconfiderable
effort ot poetical faith. - To believe that things have
always been as they are, feems reafonable enough
but to believe, becaufe thinggarethus now, that they
*aeretore. werg oppofitely different formerly, ag-
+0aches methinks to a Credo guia impoffibile.
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felves isa poor way of pleafing or con-

vincing others: To heat patiently, arid .

anfwer precifely, are the great perfeca
tions of converfation.§ :

: COPIES:
61. The only good copies are thofe

which point out or ridicule bad orie

ginals. :

COQUETRY.

62. To boaft that we never Coéiuet,
Is itfelf a fort of toquetry.

63. All women are coquetsy though
all do not pradife coquetry. Some
are reftrained by fear, fome by reafon.

. 64. Women

§ A great genius, {peaking of 4 deceafed frierid,
amongft other qualities obferved that, ¢ he was a
8¢ comfortable hearer.™ i

.. “ I'muft not omit one thing; which i attenttion $
¢¢ an attention never to be wholly engrofied b any
€€ patt or future obje@, but inftantly to be direéted to
¢¢ the prefent one, be it what it will. An abfent man
¢¢ can make byt few obfervati.ns; he can purfue no-
$¢ thing fteadily, becaufe his abfences make him lofe
¢¢ his way. They are very difagrecable, and hardly
£¢ to betolerated, inold age; but in youth they can-

4§ DOt ha furoiemac dlee
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64. Women are not aware of the
extent of their coquetry. '

. 65. Women find it more difficult to
get the better of coquetry-than of love.

66. The greateft miracle of love is
.the reformation of a coquet.

- --6%. Thofe are afraid of apearing

before the perfon they love, who have
been coqueting elfewgere.:t

68. Coquets take pride in appear-
" ing to be jealous of their lovers, in

order to conceal their envy' of other.

-women,
" COWARDICE.

. 69.: Few cowards know the extent
_of their fear. :

* CRIMES.

70. Some. crimes are held to be in-
nocent, and even glorious, from their
- - {plendor,

" Coquets are thofe who ftudioufly excite the paf-
fionot love, without meaningto gratify it, "The
male coquets dre'ncarly as numegous as the female.

|
—
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fplendorj, number, and excefs: hence;
public theft is called addrefs, and to
feize ur}{uﬁly on provinces, is tomake
conquefts.

71. We eafily forget crimes which
are known only within ourfelves.§

72: There are perfons of whom we
never believe ill till we feeit: butthere
are none at whom we ought to be fur-
prifed when we do fee it

73 Thofe who are themfelves inca-
pable of great crimes are ever unfufpi-
cious of others: -

EtuNNING.

} ¢ Id in fumma fortuna =quius quod validius ;
¢ fuaretinere privatz domus,de alienis certareregiam
‘laudem.™ “Tac. A. xv. Power is the juitice of
fovereigrist it is for private perfonsto prefervethdir
own, but for ptinces to fieze what belongs to others.

¢ Auferre, truc'dare, rapere, falfis nominibus, im-
¢¢ perium ; atque ubi folitudinem faciunt, pacem
t¢ appellant.” * Tac.in Agric. To ravage, plunder,
and murder, is to reign: todefolate a country is to
pacifyic. .

§ ¢ Innocentem quifque fé dicit, refpiciens tef-
tem, non confcicntiam.”” Sen. Ep. 11l. Moft p-o-
Ple fancy themf lves innocentofthofe crimesofwhich
they eannot be conviéted,
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' CcUNNING. :
74. The higheft degree of cunning
is a pretended blindnefs to fnares which
are cvidently laid for us. Men are
never fo eafily deceived as while they
are plotting to deceive others.}

75. Thofe who poflefs moft cun-
ning, always affe&t to condemn it in
others: they ufe it on great occafions,
and to fome great end. :

76. Common cunning by no means
denotes genius : it frequently happens
that thofe who ufe it as a cover in one
place, lay themfelves open in another.

77. Cunning and treachery proceed
often from want of capacity.

78. One way to be cheated, is to fan-
cy ourfelves more cunning than.others.

79. We

The Englifh have a law maxim, Nemo tenetur feip-
Jum accufare, No man is legally compellable to ac-
cufe himfelf.

1 Solum infidiarum remedium eft, fi non intelli-
antur.” Tac. A. xiv. The beft defenceagainfta
ecret enemy is, to make him believe you are not

awarc of his fnares.
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79. We are angry with thofe who
trick us, becaufe they appear to have
more cunning than ourfelves.

80. One man may be more cun-
ning than another; but not more fo
than all the world.

81. Subtilty in the extrcme is falfe
delicacy: true delicacy is folid fubtilty.

CURIOSITY.

82. There are two kinds of curiofi-
ty.  One of them, arifing from inte-
reft, inftigates us to learn what ma

- be ufeful 5 the other arifing from pride,
makes us cager to know what others
are ignorant of.§ - C

DEATH.

§ ¢ Curiofity,” fays Hobbes, ¢ is a defire to
«“know why and how! fuch as is in no living creature
¢ but man j fo that man is diftinguithed, not only by

- €€ his reafon, but alfo by this fingular paffion, from
¢¢ other animals 3 in which the appetite of foud, and
¢ other pleafuresof {-nfe, by predominance, take
¢¢ away the care of knowing caufes ; which is aluftof |
¢¢ the mind, that, bya perfcverance ofdelightinthe
¢ continual and indctatigable. generation of know-
¢ ledge, exceedeth the fhort vehemence of any car-
¢ nal pleafure,” . Laviath, p. 26.
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DEATH.

83. Few people are well acquainted *
with death.  Itis generally fubmitted
to through ftupor and cuftom, not re- -
folution : moft men die merely becaufe
they cannot help it.

84. Neither the fun nor d_eath. are
tobe fteadily looked at.

75. Criminals at exccution affe&
conftancy, and contempt of death;
which, in fall, is nothing more than
the fearof facingit. T'heir conftancy
may be to the mind what the capis to
the‘cycs.

86. It may be' proper to fay fome-
thing of that falacy called a contempt
of death: I mean thatcontempt which
the heathens bdafted to derive trom
their natural ftrength, unfupported by
the hopes of a better life. There isa
wide Jefferenice between fuffering death
courageoufly, and defpifing it: the one
iscommon enough ; the other I be-

- lieve
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lieve never to be fincere. Every thing
has been written to perfuade us that
death is no evil; and fome of the
weakeft as well as the greateft men
have given celebrated examples in con-
firmation of this tenet. Yet I doubt
whether any perfon of good fenfe ever
thought fo. The pains we take to
‘perfuade ourfelves and others of it
plainly evince that it is no cafv tafk.
A man may, for many reafons, be dif-
gufted with life; but he can have no
reafon for contemning death. Even
{uicides efteem it no flight matter; and
are as much ftartled at it, and decline
it as much as other people, when it
comes in any other fhape than that
which they have chofen. The ree
markable inequality in the courage
of valiant men, proceeds from death
appearing differently to different ima-
ginations, and feceming to be more
inftant at cne time than another. By
this means it happens, that, after
baving contemned what they did not

know,
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know, they are at laft afraid of what
they do know. We muft avoid the
confideration of death in all its cir-
cumftances, if we would not think it
- the greateft of all ills. The wifeft and
braveft are thofe who make the beft
pretences for confidering it the leaft :
for every one that views it fteadily will
find it fufficiently terrible. The ne-
ceflity of dying made the whole of phi~
lofophic fortitude. The philofophers
thought it beft to do that with a good
.grace which was not to be avoided;
and, being unable to make themfelves
immortal, they did every thing to im-
mortalize their reputations, 2nd to fave
what they could out of the general
~ wreck. 'Tobe able toputa good face

on the matter, by nomeans muft we dif-
cover, even toourfelves, all we think
aboutit, Let us truft rathcr to con-
ftitution, than to thole vain reafonings
which make us believe we can ap-
proach death with indifference. 'The
glory of dying refolutely ; the hope of
‘ 5 being
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being regretted ; the defire of ieaving
a fair reputation ; the certainty of be-
ing delivered from the miferies of life;

and being freed from the caprice of .

fortune, are alleviating reflzions, not
_indeed to berejeted ; but let us by no
means imagine them infallible, Thefe
ferve perhaps to give us courage: juft
as, in war, a very hedge emboldens the
foldier' to approach inceffant fircing,
At a diftance, he views itas a thelter
wheén near, how forry a defence | We
flatter ourfelves too much, in fancying
that, death when nigh, will appear
juft as we judged of it when dittant;
and that our opinions, which are weak-
nefs itfelf, will be firm enough ndt to

give way on this feverzft of trials, We

muft alfo be ill acquainted with the ef-
feQs of felf-love, to imaginz that even

this will permit us to thiak lightly of

a blow which muf nzceilarily be its
deftrution. Reafon, from which we
expect fuch mighty aflitance, will prove
too feeble, @n this occafion, to make

D2 qrediblg
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credible even what we wifh to findtrue.’

It is reafon, on the coatrary, that -be-
trays us ; and, inftead of infpiring a
contempt of death, helps. to- difcover
its horrors. Indeed, all fhe cando is, tor
advife us to avert our eyes, and fix
them on fome other object. Cato and
Brutus chofe noble ones. A valet once
amufed himfelf with dancing upon the
very fcaffold on which he was to be
broken. Thus different motives fome-
times produce the fame effet. - And
fo true it is, that whatever difpropor-
tion may be found between the great
and the vulgar, we often fee them meet
death much alike; with this differ-
ence indeed—the contempt of death
affected by heroes, is owing to a love
of glory, which conceals it from  their
fight:+ incommon people it proceeds
merely
“+ The contempt cf death has been accounted a
virtue of the firft clafs, Virgil makes it effential
to the charaéter of a huppy man::
¢ Quique metus_omnes, et inexorabile fatum,
¢ Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque Acherontisavarii™

He muit be fuperior to every fear; even that of
deathy and its confrquences.
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merely from that infenfibility, which
~leaves them at liberty to think of fome-
thing elfe. '

DECEIT.

87. To bedeceived by our enemies;
or betrayed by our friends, is unfupport-
able ; yet by ourfelves are we often
content to be fo treated:

D3 88. It

The fear of death is peculiar to man; and may
parhaps be a neceflary inttin& to counterbalance
realon, which mi;ht elfe, too frequendy, promft
him to quit his poft; according to that noble
thought of Lucan, ‘

¢ Vigturofque die celant, ut vivere durent,

¢ Felix effc mod.”

The g 'ds conceal from men the happine{s of death,
that they may endure lifa, R
And though we find this infiné operating fufhi-
{ ciently in men, when under no immediate preflure,
we may yet obferve that itis furmountitl: by the
exertion of every paffion, even ia the weaksft,
and moft timid pcople : of this the rumberlers
examples we continually fee will not admit a
dount. Nor are there wanting, amon; the few
philofophic men who have be:n fupcilcr to in-
fhiact, inftances of fuch as have gzivonthe irrefur-
avle deminfirationy the irrcvocalle faft, in confir-
mation of their rational fortitude. and  fincere
contempt of the bugbzar death; which, without
palion’s
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88. It is as eafy to deceive our-
fclves without perceiving it, as it is
difficult to deccive others without
being perceived.

89. A refolution never to deceive
others, expofes 2 man to be deeciv-
ed himfelf.

90. Dulnefs is fometimes a f{uffici-
ent fecurity againft the attack of a de-
ceitful man.§

91. He

paflian’s aid they have encountered, with wun-
averted eyes, and undiverted attentior, Nerva's
death is” thus related by Facitus: ¢¢Cecceius
¢¢ Nerva, continuus_principis, omnis divini hu-
¢¢ manique juris fciens, - integro ftatu, corpere
¢ illefn, moricndi confilium cepit. Qu:d ut
€< Tiberio cognitum, adfidere, e€aufas requirere,
¢ addere preces; feteri poftremo grave corfcien-
‘6¢ tie, grave fama fuw, fi proximue amicorum,
€ nullis  moeriendi  rationibus, vitam  fugeret,
€ Averfatus fcrmenen Nerva, abftinentiam, cibi
¢&konjunxit > A. 1 vi Cocccius Nerva, a
man well fkilied in human and divine laws, n
high favour, 2nd in good health, came toa refo-
lution to deftroy himifclf. When the Emperor was
informed of it, he attended him, irquired into. his
veafuns, entreated him to defitt; and even con-
feifed that it would lie on kis cwn confcience, and
be pernicicus to his fame, to have his beft triend
defiroy himfelf, withcut the teaft opparent reafon.
But Nerva declined the converfation, and ftaved
hupfelf to deaih,
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91. He who imagines he can do
without the World, deceiyés himfelf
much : but he who fancies the world
cannot do without Him, is under a far
greater deception, .

92. In love, the deceit generally
outftrips the diftruft. ‘

93. Itis far happier to be deceived
than undeceived by thofe we love.1 -

94. Should even our friends deceive
us, though we have a right to be in-
different to their profeflions, we ought
ever to retain a fenfibility for them in
- misfortune.

gs5. Thofe.

§ ¢ It is no eafy thing to ftick foft cheefe on
¢¢ 3 hook.”*—Diogenes Laert.
1 And we may cry out with Horrace’s madman,
¢ Pal me occidiitis, amici, )
¢« Non fervilftis, ait ; cui fic extorta voluptas,
¢¢ Et demptus per vim mentisgrariffimus error.
My friends, ’twere better you  had flop’d my
breath;
Your love was rancour, and your curc was
death. ’
To rob me thus of pleafure fo refin’d,
The dear delufion ot a raptur’d mind.
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95. Thofe whom we deceive, ap-
pear to us lefs ridiculous, than we ap-
pear to ourfelves when deceived by
others.

DECENCY.:

96. Decency is the leaft of all laws:
" but the. moft ftrictly obferved.

" DESIRE.

97. It is much eafier to fupprefs a
firft defire, than to fatisfy thofe that
follow. .

98. Before we paffionately defire
what another enjoys, we fhould exa-
mine into the happinefs of its prefent
potleflor.

99. -We never defire ardently what
we_defire rationally.

100. Were we perfe@ly acquainted
with' the object, we {hould never paffi-
onatcly defire it.f .
DIFFI-

Sr Thomas More fays, ¢¢ the world is undone
by looking at things at a ditance.”



MAXIMS, 33
DIFFICULTY.

tor. Ttis difficult to determine whe-
ther a clear, fincere, and honeft proce-
dure, be the effect of probity or artifice.

DISGUISE.

102. Were we to take as much trou-
B in being what we ought to be, as
we take in difzuifing what we really
are, we might appear -like ourfelves,
without-being at the troulle of any
difguife at all.

103. We are foufed to difguifc our-
felves to others, that at laft we become
difguifed to ourfelves.

104. Some difguifed falefhoods are
f> like truths that it would be judging
ili not to be deceived by them.

DISTRUST.

105. ‘Our own diftruft fomewhat juf-
tifies the deceit of others.§

ro06. That

§ ¢ Multi fillere docuerunt, dum timent fulli;
¢¢ et allijus peccandi fufpicando fecerunt.” Sen.
Ep iii. Many men provoke others. to over-reach
them by exceffive fufpicion ; their extraordinar¥
diftruft in fome fort jultif, ing the deceit.
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106. That which commonly hinders
us fromfhewing anopennefs of heart to
our friends, is a diftruft not fo much
of them as of ourfelves.

107. How much foever we diftruft
the fincerity of others, we always fup-
pofe then to be more ingenious with
ourfelves than with any one elfe.

ELOQUENCE. -

108. Inan orator, there is as much
eloquence in the tone of his voice, his
look, and his gefture, as in the¢ choice
of his words.t

109. Tr.ue.

¢ The receipt to make a fpeaker, and an
¢¢ appliuded one too, is fhort and eafy. Take
¢« common f{onfe, quantum fufficit; add a lieds
¢ application to the rules and orders of the
¢¢ Houfe [of Commons;] throw obvius thoughts
¢ ina new lght; and mike up the whole with
¢ a large quantity of parity, correitnefs, and
¢¢ elegance of ftile. Tak= it fir granted, that
¢¢ by far the greatelt part of mankind neither ana-
¢¢ lyze nor fearch to the buttom ; they are inca-
¢ pable of penctrating deeper than the furtace.™
Lord Chefterfield's Let. 272.
¢¢ The manner of your fpeakingis full as imp r-
€ tant as the matzev; as more people hivs ears to be
¢ tickl:d, thaa ander@aadings € jadge. Le. 97.
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109. True eloquence confiftsin fay-
ing what is proper, but nothing more.

EMPLOYMENT,

110. It is eafier to éppeaf worthy of
thofe employments of which we are not,
than of thofe of which we are poflefled.

~ 111. We appear great in employ-
ment, that is below our merit: but lit
tle enough in one that is above it.§

ENCOMIUMS.

112. No encomiums are thought too
great for prudence: yet prudence en-
fures not the leaft event, :

ENVY.

113, Thofe who imitate us, we like
much better than thofc who endeavour
to

§ Tacitus fiys of Gulba, that while he wasa
fn?e&. he fcemed above his condition; and,
had he never attained the imp rial dignity, every
body would hive judged him defirving of it.

« Muajor privato  vifus, dum privatus fuit; et
“ ?mnium con fenfu capax imperii, nifi imperdf-
#¢ fet. s 1o
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to equal us. Imitation arifes from
eftecem, competition from envy.t

114. We fometimes glory in the:
moft criminal paffion ; butthe paffion of
envy is fo thameful, we dare not cven
own It

115. Jealoufy is, infome fort, rati-
onal and juft ; it aims at the preferva-
tion of a good which belongs, or which
we think belongs, to us; whereas en-
vy is a frenzy that cannot endure, no
not in idea, the good of others.

116. Our approbation of thofe who
are juftentering upon the world, is too
often owing to our envy of thofe who
are well fetled in it.

117. Pride, which excits envy, of-
ten helps us to moderate it.

118. Epvy

4 ¢ Non ita certandi cupidus, quam propter
4¢ -amorem, :
¢¢ Quod te imitari aveo.”
The chicfeft glory of the Grecian %ate
1 ticly trace, willing to 1mitate.

4

Lucret.
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118 Envy is more irreconcileable
than hatred.

119. Envy is deftroyed by true
friendthip, as coquetry is by true love,

120. Envy always outlives the feli«
city of its object.

121. More perfons are free from ine
terefted views, than from cnvy.

EXAMPLE,

122. Nothing isfo contageous as ex.
ample. Never was there any confie
derable good or ill action, that hath not
produced its like. We imitate good
ones through emulation; and bad ones
through that malignity in our nature,
which fhame conceals, and example
fets at liberty.

FAMILIARITY.

12 3. Farhiliarity is a fort of fufpen-
fion of the laws of civility: libertin-
ifm bas introduced it into fociety un-
der the notion of eafe.

FAULTS.
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FAULTS.
124 We need not be much cone

- cerned about fuch faults as wé have
. the courage to own.

- 125. We acknowledgeour fauhs, in
order to repair, by fincerity, the hurt
they do us in the opinion of others.

126. We confefs fmall faults, by
way ' of infinuating that we have no.
great ones.

127. It is ftrength of mind_tq ac-
knowliedge our faults, as well as our’

perfe@tions : to be infenfible to what s

good as well as to what is bad, in our
compofition, is certainly weakncfs.

- 128. Had we no faults of our own,

-~ we fhould take lefs pleafure in obfer-

ing thofe of others.

129. We often appear to be more
agreeable in our faults than in our

- good qualitics. -

130. The greateft faults are * the

- faults of Great Men.

131. Difhbneﬁ
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. 131. Difhoneft men endeavour to
conceal their faults from themfelves, as
well as from others : honeft men know
and confefs them. '

132. Thereare fome faults which,
when well managed, make a better
figure than virtue itfelf.

133. We are not fo boldas to fay
that we have no faults, and that our
enemies have no good qualities ; butin
fome cafes we feem to think fo.

134. We have few faults that in
them{elves are not more excufable than
the means which we u(e to conceal

135. Weboaft of faults we have not,
which are the oppofites to thofe we re-
ally have : thus, if we are irrcfolute, we
glory in being thought obftinate.

136. We eafily excufe, in our
friends, faults by which we ourfelves
are not affeéted. o

Ez 137: We~



40 MAKIMS.

137. We endeavour to get reputa-
tion by fuch faults as we determine
not to amend.

138. Asifmen thought they had not
faults enough, they increafe the num-
ber by certain aﬂYe&:d fingularities;
thefe are cultivated fo carefully, that
at laft they become a fort of natural
defeéts beyond our power to reforme

FIDELITY.

139. Fidelity, in moft men, fs one
of the arts of {zlf-love, to procure confi-
dence. It is the means to raife us
above thofe very perfons, of whofe mo-
. mentous concerns we make ourfelves
the depofitaries.

140. It is more difficult to be faith-
ful to a miftrefs, when on good terms
with her, than when on bad.

FLATTERY.

141. We fhould enjoy little plea-
fure, were we never to flatter ourfelves.
‘ " 142, Where
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Y42. Were we not to flatter our-
{elves, the flattery of others would
never hurt us.

143. Flattery may be confidered as
a fort of bad money, to which our va--
nity gives currency.

144. We fometimes faney that we
hate flattery, whilft we hate only the
manner of it.

FOLLY.

145. How clofely- doth folly attend
us through life! When aman feems to
be wife, it is merely that his follies -
are proportionate to his age and his
fortune,

146. He who lives without folly is
not fo wifc as he imagines
147. To affe& to be wife by one’s
felf, 15 egregious folly.
' Ej3 _148. Some

1 ¢¢ Adulatione fervilia fingebant, fecuri de
$¢ fragilitate credentis.” Tac. A. xvi. Men
gtm“ us, becaufe they can depend on owr credu-

y.
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. 148. Some follies are like contagi-
ous diftempers.

149. There are certain people who
arefated to be fools ; they not only
commit follies by choice, but are even -
conftrained to defo by fortune.

"FORTUNE.

150. Whatever difference may ap-
pear in mens fortunes, there is a fort
of compenfation of good and ill, that
makes all equal.{

151. Fortune turns every thing to
the advantage of her favourites.§

I 5 2. Hap°

1 ¢ Magnz fortunze pericula” . Tac. A. iv.
¢ Ex mediocritate  fortunz pauciora pericula.”
A. xiv. A great fortune runs great rifques; a
moderate one is tecure.

« Multos, qui confli€tari videantur, beatos; ac-
#¢ plerofque, quamquam magnas, per opes, miferrif
¢ mos.” Tac A.vi. Many who feem wretched
a'rehhappy; and many are miferable in the mid& of
riches.

§ ¢ Aderat fortuni etiam ubi artes dcfuiffent.”
Tac. H. v. Fortune ofien compenfates for the
wang of abilities.
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152. Happinefs and mifery depend
no lefs on temper than fertune.*®

_153. Fortune cures us of many
faults which reafon cannot.f

154. The bulk of mankind judge
of us cither by our reputation or by
our good fortune.§ '

155. Tobe great, we muft know
how to puth our fortune to the utmoft.

_156. Fortune exibits our virtues
and our vices, as the light exhibits
objells.*

157. Fortune

® < Through certain humours, or paffions, and
¢ from tcmper mercly, 2 man may be completely
¢ miferable, let his outward-¢ircumftances be ever
¢ fo fortunate.” Lord Shaftefbury, vol.ii. p. 84.

L Pasperes _meceffias, divites fatietas, in _melius
:l,:“”h eceflity reforms the poor, and Saticty
rich.

§ ¢ Studia militum in Cacinnam inc!'m:g:nt,
" vi @tatis, procernitate corporis, et quodam
[ ing? favore.z' PTac H. ii. rqurbc’foldietg were
‘well affe@ed to Cacinna, becaufe he was in his
prime, tall and majetic, and much in vogue.
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157. Fortune is ever deemed blind
by thofe on whom the beftows no fa«
vours. '

158. To be ableto anfwer for what
we fnall certainly do, we muft be able
to anfwer for fortune.

159. We thould manage our for~"
tune like our conftitution ; enjoy it -
when godd, have patience when bad,
and apply violent remedies only in
cafes of ncceflity.

160. Fortune and caprice govern
the world.

FRIEND-

~ ® & Ambigua de Vefpafiano fama; folufque
_ % omnium ante fe principum in melius mutatus
¢ eft.” Tac. H. 1. Veipafina’s reputation was
amhiguous, and he was the firft emperor who al-
tered for the better. .
¢ Primus Antonius nequaquam pari innoce-tia
¢ poft Cremonam (excifam) agebat: fatista@um
¢¢ pello ratus feu’ felicitas in tali ingenio avaria _
¢¢ tiam, fuperbiam, cwtaraque occulia mala pate-
« tecit™ Tac. H. ii. Anthony after his de-
ftruftion of Crcmoana, behaved ro longer with
d.cretion and moderation : he confidered the war
as ended : or perbaps that profperity would dif- .
clofe his avarice, ambition, and other concealed
Vives. .
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FRIENDSHIP,

161. Friendfhip, commonly fo cal-
led, is no more than partnerfhip ; a re-
ciprocal regard for each other’s inter-
eft, and an exchange of good offices.
In a word, mere trafic, wherein felf-
love always propofes to be the gainer.

162. Though moft of the friend-
thips of the world ill deferve that name,
yet a man may make ufe of them occa-
fionally, as of a trafic the returns of
which are uncertain, and in whichit
is very common to be cheated.

163. In the diftrefs of our beft
friends we ever find fomething not

difpleafing to us.t
164. The

+ This maxim gave occafion to Dr. Swift’s
celebrated Verfes on bis own Death. The intro-
du&ory lines give the Dean’s opinion of our author,
and a poetical verfion of the maxim :

As Rochefoucault his maxims drew

From nature, [ believe them true;

Theyargue no corrupted mind

In him; the fault is in mankind. - This
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- 164 The reafon for eur being fo
changeable in friendthip is this: it is
as difficult to know the qualities of
the heart, as it is eafy to know thofe
of the head.

165. We love every thing for our

own fakes : we follow our own tafte

and inclinationi, even when we prefer
our friends to ourfelves : and yet this
preference aloneitis, that conftitutes
true and perfet friendfhip.

166. Itis more difhonourable to dif-

truft a friend, than to be deceived by

him.

167. We fometimes fancy that we
love men in power: but it is all inter~
eft atbottom. We efpoufe not their

party

This maxim, morethanall the reft,
Is thought too bafe for human breaft :
¢¢ In all diftrefles of our triends,
¢¢ We firit confult our private ends ;
¢¢ While * ature, kinaly bentto eafe us,
* Points gut fome circumftance to pleafe us.”

Sce alfo Lord Chefesficld’s defence of this’

muzim, Let. 129,

i ad
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to do them fervice, but to render
them ferviceable to ourfelves.*

168. We fometimes flightly com-
plain of dur friends, to be beforehand
- injuftifying our own levity.

. 169. We are not apt to be much

afllited for our friends, when their
misfortunes afford us an opportunity
" of fignalizing our affeion for them.

170. We are fond of exaggerating

_ thelove our friends bear us; but it is

lefs from principle of gratitude than

from a defire of prejudgicing people
in favour of our own merit,

171. We love thofe who admire us,
more than thofe whom we admire.

172. Rare is true love; but more
rare true friendfhip.

N

173. Few

® «¢ Fatebor et fuiflt me Sejano amicum, et ut
¢ effem ~xpetifle. Ut quifjuz "Scjan> intimus, ita
ad Ceiiris amic'tiam valdus.” Tac. a  v.em
X own | was_Sejanus’s friend, for there was po
other road to favaur.
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173. Few women give into friend-
fhip. To thofe who have experienced
love, friendthip is infipid.1

174. In friendfhip asin love, we
are often happier in our ignorance
than eur knowledge.

175. Itis difficult to love thofe whom
we do not efteem ; but it is full as dif-
ficult to love thofe whom we efteem
beyond ourfelves. ’

176. The greateft effort of friend-
thip is, not to the difcovery of our
faults to a friend, but an endeavour te
convince our friend of his own.

177 The charm of novelty, and
the charm of long habit, oppofite as
they are, equally conceal from us the
faults of a friend. _

178. The generality of friends put
us out of conceit with friendfhip ; juft
as the generality of pious people put
us out of conceit withreligion.

179. Renewed

1 Winc is ever infipid to dram-drinkers, - '
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179. Renewed friendfhipsare to be -

conducted with greater nicety, than
{uch as have never been breken,

GALLANTRY.

180. Many wemen there are who
never have had one_intrigue; few are

there who have had only one.

181. We feldom talk ofa woman’s
firft intrigue until fhe hashad afecond.

182. Love makes the fmalleft part
of gallantry,

183. The gallantry of the mind
cc_mﬁlts in agreeable flattery,

GLORY. -

184. The glory of great men is
ever to be rated according to the means
ufed to acquire it. .

185. We exalt the reputation of
fome, in order to deprefs thatof others,
‘We fhould not extol fomuch the Prince
of Cordé and Marfhal Turenne, were

v ¥ ' we

.
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"we not inclined to leflen one or the
- other in the competion.] ‘
186. It is as commendable to be
proud with refpet to onc’s felf, as it
is ridiculous to be fo with refpect to
" others.§ : ,
187. We are unwilling to lofe our
lives, yet would fain acquire glory.
"Hence, the brave ufe more dexterity
to avoid death, than men verfed in the
chicanery of law do to preferve their
© eftates,
GOOD SENSE. :

188. Good fenfe thould be the te
of allrule, whether ancientor modern.
Whatever is incompatible with good
fenfe is falfe. .

- GOODNESS.

189. Nothing is more rare thantrue
goad-nature. Many who imagine
‘they poflefs it; have nothing more
than a politencls and eafe.

* 190, None

1 ¢ Populus neminem fine amu'e finit.” Tac.

) ;?v.a;t-lv. The public gives to every -great man a
y‘o&f?}?w all things, fuys Pythagoras, reverence

|
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100. None deferve the charalter of
being gbod, who have not fpirit enough
to be bad. Goodnefs, for the moit
part, is eitherindolence or.impotence.*

191. Itis very difficult to diftin-
guith diffufive goodnefs from great
addrefs.

192. A fool has not ftuff enough
about him to make a good man.

193. The refolute alone can be
truly good-natured: thofe who com-
monly feem to be fo, are weak; and
are eafily foured.

GRAVITY.

194. Gravity is a myfterious car-
riage of the body, invented to cover
the dcfelts of the mind.t

F2 GRA-

® <& Segnis, pavidus, et focordia immocens.”  Tac,
H. i. Lazy, umorous, goud through ftupdity.

Caprice is fometimes a fource of goodnefs :

¢ And make a widow happy for a whim.”’
Pope.
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GRATITUDE.

195. Gratitude, like honeftyamong
tradars, helps to carry on bufinefs. In
trade we often pay, not becaufe we
ought, but in order to fecure credis
another time.

196. Thofe who difcharge their
debts of gratitude fhould not always
flatter themfelves that they arc gratefuls

197. Thereafon for mifreckoning in
the expeéted returns of gratitude is this?
the pride of giverand receiver can never
agree about the value of the obligation.

198. A cer-

"1 ¢ TheDuke de 1a Rochefoucault’s definition
¢ of gravity deferves to be written in Iztters o
¢ gold, Gravityisan errant fcoundrel, and of the
¢ moft dangerous kind_too, becaufe a fly one; and
¢ more honeft well-meaning people are bubled
¢¢ out of their goods and money ﬁy it in onc twelve-
¢ month than by pocket-picking and fhop-lift-
¢¢ ing in feven. e very effence of gravity is de-
€ fign, and confequently deceit ; a taught trick to
€« fam credit of the world for more fenfe and know-
¢¢ ledgethan amanis worth,” Triftram Shandy.™

¢ Gravity is of the very effence of impofture.’
: Lord Shaftefbury.
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198. A certain warmth of gratitude’
there is, which not only acquits us of
favours received, but even, while we
are repaying what we owe, converts
‘our creditors into debtors.}

199. Gratitude, in moft men, arifes
from a fecret defirg to receive greater
favours.

GRACE.

200. Grace to the body is like good
fenfe to the mind.*

GREAT MEN.

201. Since Great Men tannot be-
ftow either health of body or' peace of
mind, we certainly pay too dear for all
they can beftow.

A F3 HAPPINESS.

1 ¢ A grateful mind .
¢ By owing owes not, but ftill pays; atonce
¢¢ Indebted and difcharged.” .
Paradife Loft.

® ¢¢ They are both ‘the gifts of nature ; but they
€ may be cultivated, increafed, and brought to
¢ perfe@tion.  Adorn yourfelf.with all thofe grc s -
¢¢ and accomphithments which without frlidity ae
¢ frivolous 3 but without which, fulidity is to a
¢ great degree uelefs.” )
Ld. Chesterficld’s Lett. 182.

~
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HAPPINESS,

202. No perfon is either fo happy,
or {o unhappy, as he imagines.

203. Weare more anxious to ap=
pear happy than really to become fo.

204. Happinefs lies more in imagi-
nation than in real pofleflion. We
are made happy by obtaining, not what
others efteem defirable, but what we
ourfelves think fo.t

HATRED.

205. When our hatred is violent it
finks us beneath even thofe whom we.
hate.

206. The hatred of favourites is
nothing more than the love of favour.
Our indignation at not poflefling it

’ ourfelves,

1 Horace fpeaks thus of luxuriouseating: )

. ¢ Non in caro nidore voluptas
¢¢ Summa, fedin teipfo est: tu pulmentaria quare
¢¢ Sudando. Lib. II. Sat. ii.

¢ In you confists the pleafure of the treat,
¢ Not in the price or flavour of the meat.”
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ourfelves, is foothed and mitigated by
the contempt we exprefs for thofe who
do; and we refufe them our good will,
becaufe we are not able to deprive
them of that fomething which procures
. them the good will of every one elfe.

HEART.

207. Every man boafts of his heart,
but no one dares to fpeak well of his
head.

208. A man may be well aéquaint-
ed with his head, whilft he is far from
being fo with his heart.

209. The head is ever the dupe of
the heart.§ :

210, The

§ ¢ Plufieurs diroient en periode quarré, que
¢¢ quelques reflexions que faffe Pefprit, et quelques
« refolutions qu’il prenne pour corriger fes travers,
¢ le premier fentiment du ceeur renverfe tous fes
¢ projets. Maisil n® appartient qu’a M. de la Ro-
¢ chefoucault de dire tout en un mot, 1\;6, Lefprit
« est toujours la dupe du'ceeur.” Many could
have faid, inaround period, that whatever reflec-
tions the mind may make, and whatever refolu-

tiogs
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210. The head cannot long aé the
part of the heart.

211. Imagination cannot invent fo
many contrarieties as naturally poflefs
the heart of man” -

HEROES.

212. Nature fometimes gives great
advantages; but the concurrence of
' * For-

tions it may take to reform its irregularities, the
firft motion.of the hcar: overturns ail its projcéts.
But the Duke de la Rochzfoucsult alene can fay
all thisin, ¢ The head is ever the dupe of the
¢¢ heart,” L’Art de Penfer.

¢ Lefprit eff fouvent la dupe du caur. If," fiys
Lord Chefterfield, ¢ he had faid, inftead of ‘{(m—
¢ went,” prefque tesi 0irzy 1 fear he 'would have been
¢ pearer the truth.” "But his Lordihip, perhaps,
quoted from memory; for, in the copies we have
confulted, foujours is the word. Canr and efprit
imply fo many fenfes, and hcart and mind fo few,
that the though:, in our language, fo tranflated,
would have been flat. By the heart, however, is
to be underftood the feat of the paffions 5 by the mind
the feat of reafon. Qur Author trequently ufes the
expreffion. .

¢ Ceur and cfprit, fays a french writer, are
¢ fafhionable words: we hear of nothing elfe.
¢¢ We have abook called, A Quarrel between the
¢¢ Mind and the Heart.” o

Demiley du Caur et delEfpric.
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- Fortune muft be obtained to make
Heroes,

913. There are heroes in bad, as
well as in good actions.+

: HOPE.

2t4. Hope, deceitful as it is, car«
ries us agreeably through life.§

HONOUR, o

" 215. One acquired honour is fecu
rity for more,

HUMOUR.

4 Tacitus fays of Pétroniiis ¢ Utalios induf-
¢ teria, ita, hunc ignavia, protulerat ad famamj .
¢ habebaturque non ganeo et profligator, fed eru-
¢ dito luxu.” A. xvi. Others acquire fame by
induftry ; he got it by effiminency : yet he was not
accounted a debauchee or fpendthrift, buta man of
tafte in pleafute. .

§ Itdoesmore; it exterds its influence beyond
tdhe g:have, and helps to reconcile us to the ftroke of
eal

“ I‘-I‘ e travéls through, nor .quiu us when we
e"'
_Porx.
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HUMOUR.

216. Our own caprice" is more ex-
travagant than the caprice of fortune.

217. Fancy itis that fixes the va-
lueof the gifts of fortune.

218. Our humour is apt to be more
in fault than our underftanding. _

219. Of the temper of men, as of
moft buildings, we may fay that it has
{everal afpes ; fome agreeable, fome
difagreeable.

220. The humours of the body
* have a regular ftated courfe, and in-
fenfibly influence the will; they cir-
culate, and exercife a fecret power
over us. Infa& they have a confi
derable fhare in all our a&ions, though
we perceive it not.

221. Through the medium of hu-
mour, madmen and fools fce every
thing.§

222. The
® The jaundiced eye fees every thing yellow.
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- 222. The calm or difquiet of our
humour depends lefs on momentous
affairs, thanon the trifles that occur
daily.

HYPOCRISY.

223. Hypocrify is the homage tha.t
vice pays to virtue.

IDLENESS.

224 It is a miftake to imagine

that the violent paffions alone, fuch as
ambition and love, can triumph over
the reft: Idlenefs, languid as fhe is,
often governs them all: fhe influences
our detigns and our aétions ; fhe infen-
fibly confumes both’ the paffions and
the virtues.

225. Idlenefs, timidity, or fhame,
often keeps us within the bounds of
duty; whilft Virtue feems to run
away with the honour of it

226. Idlenefs

+ ¢ Metus temporum obtentui, uc quod Seg-
¢ nitia
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226. Idlenefs belongs to the mind
more than the body.

- JEALOUSY.

22%. Under certain circumftances
it may not be difagreeable to have a
jealous wife; for fhe will always be
talking of what pleafes her hufband.

228. Thofe only who avoid giving
jealoufy are the perfons who are de-
ferving of it. )

229. Jealoufy is born with love,
but does not always die with it.

230 Jealoufy is nourithed by doubt; -
and, when we arriveat certainty, either
becomes madnefs, or ceafes.

23:,‘In

¢¢ nitia erat Sapientia vocaretur.” Tac. H. i
Timidity fometimes paffes for wifdom. ¢ Genarus
¢ fub Nerone temporum quibus inertia pro fapis
¢¢ entia fuit.” Under Nero it was wifdom to P;e
inactiye. -
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231. In jealoufy there is lefs of love
than of felf-love.f :

232. A fpecies of love there is,
the excefs of which prevents jealoufy.

233. Jealoufy, though the greateft-
of evils, is the Teaft pitied by thofe who
occafion it. L -

ILLS.

~ 234. Philofophy eafily triumphs
over ills both paft and future; but
prefent ills triumph over philofophy.

235. The good we have received: -

from any one, fhould make ‘us bear
with the ill we have fuffered.

| "236. To the greater part of man-
kind it is lefs dangerous to do an
injury, than much fervice.§

G 237. Awil-

¥eWitnefs Rhadamiftus, who threw his beloved
wife intoa river, that fhe might not fall into the
hands of another. Alfo, ¢ Love and Madnefs.”
Cafe of Hackman and Mifs Reay.)

§ ¢ Bepeficiaeo ufque lztafunt, dum videntur

¢ exfolvi poffe; ubi multum antevenere, pro gra-
' ¢ sa
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.237. A willingnefs to believe ill,

" without examination, is the effe@ of
pride and idlenefs. We are’ ready - to

fuppofe guilt, but unwilling to be at

the trouble of examining into the ac-

cufation. g

238, Weaknefs often gets the bet-
ter of thofe ills which reafon could not.

INCONSTANCY.

. 239. Thereis a fort of inconftancy,
proceeding from levity or weaknefs,
which gives into every opinion: there’
isanother inconftancy,more excufeable
which arifes from fatiety.

INFIDELITY.

240. We find it more difficult to
overlook the leaft infidelity to.our-
felves than the greateft to others.

- INGRATITUDE.

341. Extraordinary hafte to dif-
charge
€ tia odium redditur.” Tac. A. iv. When be-

néfits are fuch as can never be repaid, the bene-
fiCtor is ufually hated inftead of thanked, -
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charge an obligation, is a fort of in-
gratitude. : :

242. Some ungrateful people are
lefs blamable - for their ingratitude,
than their benefaGtors.

243. We feldom find people un-
grateful, fo long as we are in a con-
dition to ferve them.

244. It is no great misfortune to
oblige an ungrateful perfon; but an
ihfupportable one to be under -an obli-
gation to a fcoundrel.” -

245 Thofe on whom we confer be-
nefits we are fonder of, than thofe
-from whom we receive them,

INNOCENCE.

246. Innocence finds not near fo
much protection as guilt.

INTEREST.

247. Intereft fpeaks all languages,
Ga2 and
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and a&ts all parts, even the part of
difintereflednefs itlelf.

-248 Interefts blinds fome - people,
and enlightens others.

249. The reputation of virtue is
as ferviceable tointereft, asit is to vice.

250. The virtues and vices are all
fet in motion by intereft.

251. Good-nature, that boafter of
fenfibility—how often is it ftifled by
the fmallcft intereft ! ’

~252. Throughintereft alone we con=
demn vice, and extol virtue,

253. In fmall interefts we venture
to difbelieve appearances.

" INTREPIDITY.

254. Intrepidity is a wonderful
ftrength of foul, that renders it fupe-
rior to the trouble, diforder, and emo-
tion which an appearance of danger
is apt to excite. By this quality, in
the moft furprifing and dreadful ac-

' cidents
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cidents, hero-s maintain tranquillity,
and preferve the free ufe of; their reafon,

JUSTICE.

255. The love of juftice often
means no more than the fear of fuffer-
ing by injuftice, '

KNOWLEDGE,

256. To know things well, we
thould know them in detail ; but this
being in a manner infinite, our know-
ledge muft needs be fuperficial and.
impeffe&» .

LIBERALITY,

257. What we eall liberality is fe].
dom more than vanity of beftow-
ing ; we are fonder of the vanity tha
the generofity of the action.} :

G 3 LOVE,

Liberality is not merel the a& of giving 3 it is
th}noble difpofition o giver, OB

——
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LOVE.

258. No difguife can long conceal
love where it really is, nor feign it
where itis not.

259. Since it is no more. in our
power to love than to avoid it, a lover
has no right te complain of his mif-
trefs’s inconftancy, nor fhe of her
lover’s. .

260. Itis hard to define love. We
may fay of it, however, that inthe foul
it is a defire toreign ; inthe mind, a
{ympathy: in the body, a fecret incli-
‘mation to enjoy after all difficulties.{

261. Love, in fome of its effects,
looks more like hatred than kindnefs.+

! ' 262.” Moft

." 1 Thisis furely buta dark confufed account of
love ; hardly will any one cry out, after having
read it, Nunc [cio quid fit amor. Hobbes has de-

ned it in fewesr words. ¢ It is the love of one

* '€ firigularity, with & defire to be fingularly beloved.
¢ And the fame, with fear that the love 1s not mu-
¢¢ tual, is jealoufy.”

1 ¢ Quod petiere premunt aréte, faciuntque
' ¢ dolorem. . :

¢ Cor-

“’ R
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262. Moft people are afhamed of
their amours when the fitis over.

263. In the original, love is oﬁeand
the fame ; but there are a thoufand dif-
ferent copies. .

264. Love, likefire, {ubfiftsby con-
tinual motion: when it ceafes to hope
or fear, it ceafes to exift. '

265. Lovelends its name to many
a correfpondence, in which he is aslit-
tle concerned as the Doge, in what

pafles at Venice.

266. The more you love your mif-
trefs, the eafier itis to hate her.

267. Toloveis the leaft errorin a
woman who has abandoned herfelf to
lOVe-*.'

268. There

¢¢ Corporis, ct dentes illidunt fape labellis.”
Lucret. 1. iv.
What they defir'd theycurft; and *mudft the blifs
Raife pain, when often with a furious kifs
‘They wound the balmy lip.

- ® ¢ Viros ad unum quodque maleficium fingule
: ¢¢ cupidi-

[P
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268. Thereare thofe who had never

been in love, had they never talked of
it |

269. The pleafure of love is in lovs

ing: we are happier in the paflion we
feel, than in that we excite.

270. To fall in love, is much eafier
than to get out of it.

271. Novelty to love, like bloom to
fruit, gives a luftre which is eafily ef-
faced ; but it never returnss

272. Thofe whom we have once
ceafed to love, can never be the objects
of our love a fecond time,

273, We

¢¢ cupiditates impellunt; mulieres autem ad om-
¢ nia malcficia cupiditas una ducit.”  Cic. 1. iv.
de Art. Rhet, Single vices make men commit
fingle crimes: but one vice makes women guilty of
all.....The rcafon is—That general contempt
and ill-ufige which cuftom has made the confe-
quences of the forfeiture of female virtue. For
women, finding themfelves irrecoverably undone
by a fingle flip, and treated as if nothing could
be added to their guilt, ftop afterwards at no oné
crime, becaufe they know that they are thought
capable ofall.

e

- X il v,._-
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273. We forgive juft folongas we
lave. ' .

274. In love, we often doubt what
we moft believe,

375. The man who fancies that he
loves his miftrefs for her own fake, is
much miftaken.

276, Young women who “would
not be coquets, and old men who
would not be ridiculous, thould never
fpeak oflove as in any way concerning
themfelves. :

277. Nothing is more natural and
more fallacious, thanto perfuade our-
felves that we are beloved.

278. Of love, thofe who are firft
cured, are beft cured.

279. Inall the paffions we commit
faults: in love we are guilty of the
moft ridiculous ones.

280. Inthe old age of love, as in
that of life, we continue to live topain,

though we ceafe tolive to pleafure.
' 281. We
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'281. We hear of many cures for
love, of which not a fingle one is in-
fallible,

282. Love, all agreeable as it is,
pleafes more inits manner thanin itfelf,

283. Women in love forgive great
indifcretions fooner than fmall indeli«
cacies. ‘ ‘

284. A lover never fees the faults
of his miftrefs till the enchantment is
over. :

285. We are nearer loving thofe
who hate us, than thofe who love us
more than we chufe.

286. A man of fenfe may love like
a madman, but-never like a foal.*

287. Iflovers are never weary of
each other, it is becaufe they are al»
ways talking of themfelves.

288. Love.

_® Gay tells us, however, that % in love we are
¢¢ all fols alike.” Experience perhaps juftifies
his opinion.
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288. Love and prudence are incon-
fiftent ; as the former increafes, the lat-
ter muft decreafe.* )

MAGNANIMITY.

289. Magnanimity defpifes all, in
order to obtain all, '

290. Magnanimity is fufficiently
defined by its name: yet we may fay
that magnanimity is the good fenfe of

_pride, and the nobleft way of acquiring
applaufe. ‘ :

MAN.

291. The ftudy of man is abun-
dantly more necefiary than .the ftudy of
books.1 R

292. Men

® According to Ovid, love and dignity alfo ar;
inconfiftent :

Non bene convenient, nec in una fede morantur,
Majeitas & Amor. N

1 ¢¢ The proper ftudy of mankind is man,” fays
Pope. Lord Chefterficld allows that ¢¢ learning is
¢ acquired by reading books; but the more‘n‘:e‘gacf-

ry

—a =N
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292. Menand things have diftin&
points of view: fome we fhould fee
near; of others we judge beft at a

_diftance. -
293 The truly honeft man is he
- who fets no value on himfelf. -

294. He muft needs be honefk
who is ever. open to. the infpetien -of
honeft men. ‘ ‘ :

295. Moft men, like plants, have
fecret properties, which chance alone
difcovers. ' :

296. A man ofteii imagines he a&ts,
whilft he is acted upon. . His mind '
aims at one thing ;_his heart infenfibly
gravitates towards anothey.

297. Men

¢ fary learning, the knowledge of the World, is
¢ only to be acquired by reading men, and ftudy-
¢¢ ing all the various editions of them.” Again,
¢¢ All are in general, and yet no two in particular,
¢ cxaltly alike. Thote who have not accuratel
¢¢ ftudied, perpetually miftake: they do not dif-
¢¢ cern the fhades and gradations that diftinguith
¢¢ charagters feemingly alike, &c. &c.” Let the
¢ greatbook of the world be your principal ftudy.”
) Lett. 217. and 243w
3



_ MAXIMS. 13

297. Men would not live long -in
fociety were they not the mutual dupes
of each other. '

298. Men are treacherous oftener
through weaknefs than defign.

MARRIAGE.

299. Convenient marriéges,_ there
certainly may be, but there are node-
lightful ones. : -

MEMORY.

" 300. For want of memory every
sene complains, but nobody of the want
of judgment

301. Why have we memory fuffi-.
cient to retain the minuteft circum-
ftances that have happened to us ? and.
"yet not enough to remember how often
we have related them to the fame per-
fons. '

.

MERIT.

302. They who efteem themfelves
perfons of merit, take pride in being
¥ unlucky :
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unlucky: they perfuade themfelves, as
well as others, that they are worthy of
better fortune. '

303. To undeceive one who is pre-
judiced in favour of his own merit, is
torender him the bad office that was
done to the madman of Athens, who
fancied all the veflels which came into
that port to be is own.§ '

" 304, It

§ This noble Athenian, when recovered from
his indifpofition, declared, that he never had more
ﬁlcafure than whilft he was diftempered, which

e remembered well ; addirg, that h's friends would
have obliged him much, to have let him enjoy
a happinefs that put him in poffeflion of all things,
without depriving any one elfe. /Elian tells this
ftory ot Thrafyllus.

oo Ql‘xj teroit-il, helas, fi quelque audacieux

¢¢ Alloit pour fon malheur lui defiller les yeux ?

¢¢ Qu’il maudiroit le jour, ou fon ame infenf3e

¢¢ Perdit Pheurcufe  erreur qui charmoit fa

penfe.” : Boilcau, Sat. iv.

Should fome officious perfon open his eye., he
would curfe the day on which he was deprived of
the delightful illufion.  See Maxim gs.
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304. Itis a fign of extraordinary
merit, when the envious are forced to
praifc.*

305. Nature gives merit; but goeod
fortune fets it to work.

306. Some, with great merit, are
quite difguiting; others, with great
faults, are very pleafing.

) yp S

307. Some there are whofec merit

confifts in both faying and doing foolith

“things {-afonably.  An alteration of
conduct would fpoil all.{

- H2 = 308 Mode-

® ¢« Ne militibus quidem ingrata fuit Celfi falus
8¢ canden wirtutem admirantibus cui  irofcebantur.”
The foldicry, who were angry with Celfus, yet
wifhed him well on account of his merit. Tac. H. i

¢ Qadam virtates odio funtj feveritas ob-
¢¢ ftinata, invi€us adverfum gratiam animus.”
Tac. A. xv. ‘t'here ar~ cdious virtues; fuch as
inflexit]l - feverity, and an integrity that accepts
of no tavour.

‘Thofe perhaps, who with great faults are
very pleating 5 mentioned in the former maxim.
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- 308. Moderate qualifications arte
fully fzt off, gain more reputation than
*

309. Merit procures us the efteem
of men of fenl:; good fortune procures
us thatof the pubiic.

310. The affctution of merit js
oftener rewarded than merit itfelf.

311. Merit, like fruit, has its feafon.

312. We fhould not judge of a
man’s merit by his great qualitics, but
by the ufe he makes of them,

313. The world, cenforious as it
may be, is oftener favourable to falle
merit, than unjuft to true.

MODERA~

§ ¢¢ Poppeus Sab'nys, modicus originis, con-
¢ fulatumac triumphale decus adeptus, maximif-
¢ que provinciis per viginti quatuor annos impofitus,
¢ nuilam ob eximiam arwm, f°d quod par ne
¢ gatiis neque fupra erat” ‘Tac. A. vi. Pop-
p=us Subinus,” of moderate birth, obtained the
confulfhip, and the- honour of a triumph; and
governed during twenty-four years the greatéft -
rovinces, without any extraordinary merit; being
Juft capable of his employments, and in no mans
‘ner above them.
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MODERATION.

314. The moderation of thofe who
are happy, is owing to nothing more
than to the calm that good fortune
beftows upon the temper.§

315. Moderationis a dread of incur-
ing that envy and contempt which at-
tend upon intoxicated profperity. It
is an oftentation of the ftrength of the

"mind. Moderation inan exalted fta-
tion is the defire of appearing fuperior
to fortune.

316. We make a virtue of mode-
tion, in order to bound the ambition of
great men.  Alfo, to comfort moderate
geniufes for their {lender fortune, and
their flender merit.

H3 317. Mode-

¢ Tantum honorum atque opum in me cu-
¢ mulifti, ut uihil felecitati meze defit, nifi mode-
¢ ratio ejus. Ceetera invidiam augent.” Tac,
A. xiv. You have fo loaded me with honours
and riches, that nothing can be wanting to my.
profperity, but moderation. Any thing more wi
excitg envy.

|
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317. Moderation refembles Tempe.
rance: we are not {fo unwilling to in-
dulge in eating, as afraid of doing
ourfelves harm by it.

318. Many people defpifc riches;
few know how to beftow them.*

NEGOTIATION.

319. We arc often diffatisfied with .
thofe who ncgotiate our affairs, be-
caufe they facrifice their friend to the
fuccefs of the negotiation. Succefs
becomes their own intereft through
the honour they expect for bringing to

acon-

® ¢ Cureget indignus quifquam te divite; quare
¢ Templa ruunt antique deim ; cur, improbe,
€ carze :
¢¢ Nonaliquid patriz tanto emetiris acervo ?
Horat,

FThen why not better ufe this proud excefs
Of worthlefs wealth? Whylives w deep diftrefs
A manunworthyto be poor, or why |
Our facred fhrines in aged ruins lic ?
‘Why not of fuch a mutiy tre:fure fpare |
Tothy dear country, wretch! am derate fhare?
Shalt thou alone no change nffortune know !
i'hou future Liughier of thy deadlictt foe ?

- .
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‘a eonclufion what they themfelves had
undertaken. . :

NARROWNESS OF MIND.

320. Narrownefs of mind is often
the caufe of obftinacy: we believe no
farther than we can fee.§

OLD AGE.

321, Old ageis atyrant; it forbids
the pleafures of youthon pain of death.

322. Few people are qualified to be
old.

323 As we grow old we grow
foolith as well as wife,

324. Old age gives good advice,
when it can no longer give bad exam-
ple.t+ )

325. Old

§ ¢ Stiif in opinion, always in the wrong.”

B : Dryden.

1 Terence makesa young fellow fpeak thus of
Mis old father: .

¢ Perii! is mihi, ubi adbibit plus paulo, fua

¢¢ quze narrat ficinora ! .
# Nuncait, periculum ex aliis facito ﬁlu,‘ ‘quod
€x=
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325. Old fools are more foolifk .
than young ones. '

OPPORTUNITY.

326. Opportunities make us known
to ourfelves as well as to others.

327. In affairs of importance, we
ought lefs to contrive opportunities,
than to ufe them when they offer.

328. Our qualities both good and’
bad, are uncertain, and dubious, and at
the mercy of opportunity.

_THE PASSIONS.

329. The duration of our paffions
is as little in our power as the duration
of our lives.

330. Thé

¢ ex ufu fiet}
¢¢ Aftutus!™.... .
Speaking of another,
Shews how he’d aé in fuch a cal?:e himfelf's b
Yet when he takes a fup or two too much,
Oh, what mad pranks he tells me of kis own !
- Colman.
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330. The paflions are the only ora-
tors that never fail to fucceed. They
. are, as it were, Nature’s art of elo-
quence, fraught with infallible rules.
Simplicity with the aid of the paffions,
perfuades more than the utmoft elo-
quence without them,

331. Intheheart of man therereighs
a perpetual fucceflion of the paffions; .
fo that the deftru&ion of one is almoft
always the prodution of another.

332. The paffions often beget their
oppofites. Avarice produces prodi-
gality ; prodigality avarice: men are
often conftant through weaknefs, and
bold through fear.

333. When we fubdue our paffions,
itis to be attributed rather to their
weaknefs than to our own ftrength.

334 So much injuftice and felf«
intereft enter into the compofition of
the paflions, that we ought to be on
our guard even when they feem moft.
reafonable,

335 Note
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335. Notwithftanding all the care
.we take to conceal our paflions under
the pretences of religion and honor,
th?' ftill appear through fuch flimfy
veils.

336. Abfence deftroys fmall paf-
fions, and increafos great ones: the
wind extinguifhes tapcrs, but kindles
fires.

337. Of the influence of our pafe

fions we are by 10 mcans aware,

338, The heart, while agitated by
the remains of one paffion, is more
fufceptible of another, than when en-
tirely at reft.

339. Thole who, during life, are
under the infuenceof ftrong paffions,
are happy; but mifcrable when cured
of them.+

340. Paflion

+ Thofe who would eradicate all hopes and fears
out ofthe human_ breaft, as the means of happine (s,
are but ill acquainted with the e:onomy of the
mind. Theina&ion and wpathy thu are the necef-
fary attendants on fuch a ftate would be greater evéls:
than the moft unbounded licence of the paffions.

)
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. 340. Paffion often makes a fool of
aman of fenfe: fometimes it makes a
man of fenfe a fool.

PENETRATION,

341. The great defeét of penetra-
tion is not fo much in falling fhort of,
as, in going beyond the mark.§

342. Penetration has an air of divi-
nation; it pleafes our vanity more
than any other quality of the mind.

PERSEVERANCE.

343. Perfeverance merits neither
blame nor praife.. It is no more than
the duration of our inclinations and
fentiments, which we can neither
create nor extinguifh.

PHILOSOPHERS.

344. Contempt of riches in the
old philofophers, wasa concealed de-
fire of revenge, by defpifing the good

which

§ 1t is my nature’s plague -
To fpy into abufes; and of: my jealoufy
Shapes faults that are not. Othello.

e
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which Fortune had denied them. It
was an artful fhelter from the difgrace
of poverty: abye-way to arrive at that
efteem which they could not procure
by wealth.* :

- 345. Fondnefs, or, indifference for
life with the old philefophers, was the
mark of felf-love: which ought no
more to be controverted than the tafte
of the palate, or the choice of colouts.

346. Philofophy eafily triumps over
paft and future ills : thofe ills that are
prefent, however, as eafily triumph
over that.

PIETY.

.347. Piety in old women is a decent
way of efcaping the difgrace and ridi-
cule

® According to Ariftippus’s repartee to Die.
genes § ' :

¢¢ Si pranderet olus patienter, regibus uti

€ Nollet Ariftippus.  Si fciret regibus utiy

& Faflidire olus qui me notat.

§ Horat Ep. xvii.
His paticnt herbs could Aritippus eat,
He had difdain’d the tables of the Great,
And he who cznfures me, the fage replics, .
1Lz could live with kings, would herbs ‘defpife.
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cule attendant on decayed beauty. - It
isan endeavour to hold out upon z re=
fpeétable footing.*

PITY.

348. Pity is a fenfe of our ownmis=
fortunes in thofe of other people: it is
a fort of forefight of the difafters that
may befall ourfelves. We affift others
that they may affift us on like occafi-
ons ; fo that, the fervices we offer to
the unfortunate, are fo many antici-
pated kindneffes to ourfelves.+

I 349, The

[ Poge has affigned them another employment,
¢¢ See how the world its veterans rewards;
¢¢ A youth of conquefts, an o/d age of cards.

1 ¢ Grief for the fcalamity of another is pity3
¢¢ and arifeth from the imagination that the like
¢¢ calamity may befall himfelf ; and therefore is
¢ called alfo compaffion, and, in the phrafe of this

. ¢ prefent time, a fellow feeling : and therefore for
¢ calamity arifing from great wickednefs, the beft |
¢¢ men have the leaft pity : and for the fame ca-
¢¢ lamity, thofe hate pity, that think themfelves
¢¢ Jeaft obnoxious to the fame.”™ Hobbes’ Leviath,
The celebrated fentence of Tercnce, ¢ Homo
¢¢ fum, humani hihil alienum 2 me puto. I am
¢ aman and feel for all mankind,” is indeed the
fame qpinion more peatly expreffed.
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349 The defire of being pitied, of
- being admired, is commonly the true
reafon of our confidence.

PLEASING.

330. He who is difpleafed with
every body is more unhappy than he
with whom nobody is difpleafed.

POWER.

351. Wehave more power thanwill§

we reprefent things as impraticable,

‘merely by way of exculpating our-
felves.* ’

. PRIDE.

352. Pride ever indemnifies itfelf;
and is nolofer, even when it renoun-
ces vanity.

- . 353. Were

+ ¢ Multa experiendo confieri, qua fegnibus
¢ ardua videntur.” Tac. A. xiil. Indolence
per(uades us that thofe things are impraéticable
which we might eafily accom;iilh. )

: ¢ Nil-
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3. Were we not pfoud ourfelves;
we thould feldom complain of the pride
of others.

54. Pride is equal in all men; it
differs only in the means and manner

of thewing itfelf.

355. Nature, which has fo wifcly
adapted the organs of the body to its
wants, fecms, with the fame view to
have given us pride:—in order to fpare
us the pain of knowing our imperfcc-
tions.}

356. In our reprehenfions, pride
has a greater fhare than good-nature.
We reprove, not fo much in order to
corre&, as to intimate, that we hold
-ourfelves free from fuch failings.

I2 357. Pride

¢« Nil tam difficile eft quin Jquazrendo invefti-
¢¢ gari poffet.” Ter.

Nothing fo difficult but may foon be accom-
plithed by induftry. Colman,

1 ¢¢ And pride beftowson all a common fricnd.”
Pope.
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357. Pride would never owe, nes
would felf-love ever pay.

358. Pride is often increafed by.
what we retrench from eur other faults.

359. The fame pride that condemns
the faults from which we are exempt,
inclines us to defpife thofe good qua-
lities of which we are not poffeffed.

360s. In our concern for the misfor- "
tunes of our enemies, there is often
more pride than benevolence. By
fhewing our compaflion we make
them feel our fuperiority. '

361. Nothing flatters our pride
more than the confidence repofedin us
by the Great: we efteem that to be
a tribute to our merit, which proceeds
frequently from mere inability to keep
afecret. Confidence is relief to the
mind opprefled with aload of fecrecy.§

"~ 362. Pride

§ The difficulty of keeping a fecret has been
fatirized in the ftory of Midar’s barber. Midas
endeavouring to hide, under a Phrygian bonnﬁt.

: the

4
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362. Pride has its caprice, as well
as other paffions: afthamed to own that
we are jealous, we yet value ourfelves
for having been fo, and even for being
fufceptible of it.

PROMISES.

363. We promife according to our
hopes : we perform according to our
fears,

PRAISE.

364. The fhame that arifes from
praife undeferved often makes us afpire
after what, otherwife, we thould never
have thought of.

365. Wefeldom praife thofe heartily
who feem not to admire us.

366. When we feem to blame our-
felves we mean only to extort praife.

I3 367. We

the deformity of his afs’s ears. His barber dif-
covering the fecret, and not daring to fpeak out,
imparted it to the earth; whence fprung reeds,
which divulged it.

[ ———
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367. We feldom give praife with-
out a view to felf-intereft. Praife is
flattery, artfully, concealed, refined: it

- pleafes, with an effential difference;

goth giver and receiver: the latter
takes it as the reward of merit, the
former beftows it by way of fhewing
candour and defcernment.

268. Envenomed praife expofes, b
a fide-blow, fuch faults as we dur
not any other way lay open.+t

369. We ufually praife with a view
to be praifed. :

370. Few are fo wife as to prefer
ufeful reproof to treacherous praife.}

371. There

+ ¢¢ Peflimum inimicorum genus laudantes.”™
Tac. Panegyriits are the moft dangerour enemies.

1 ¢¢ Peritiffim’s, fi confulerentur, vera dicturis :
€¢ arcucre cos intimi amicorum Vitellii j ita for-
¢ madis, principus auribus, ut afpera qua utilia,
¢ nec quidquam nifi jucundum & lefurum acci-
¢¢ peret.”” Lac. H.  iji.  Vitellius might have
kncwn the truth from the old officers, but his
courdiers kept them off 5 having accuomed him
not to hear any thing difagreeable, though ufeful j
but to Litten to every thing pleafing and perniciouse
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371. There are reproaches which
give praife, and there are praifes which
reproach.§ ,

372. That affefted modefty which
declines praife, is defirous only of being
praifed with more delicacy.t

373. Refiftance to praifeisa defire
to be praifed twice. : :

374. Anambition to merit praife,
fortifies virtue. Sincere praife, be-
ftowed

Pliny relates of Cefar, that his blame was fo
artful as’ to feem praife. ¢ Ita reprehendit, ut
¢ Jaudet.” Lib. i, Ep..xii. ¢ Auguftus cum
¢¢ Tiberio tribunitiam poteftatem a patribus poftu-
¢¢ laret, quanquam-h.norifica oratione, quedam
¢¢ de cultu & inttritutis ¢jus jecerat, qua. velut ex-
¢ cufando exprobraret.” Tac. A, When Au-
guftus demanded the tribun:tial power of the fenate
tor ‘iiberius, in an oration made in his praife,
he dropped fomething about his temper and difpo-
Ililgion that feemed to accufe while he was excufing

im.

? But Cafar, never will your Horace hear,
A languid panegyric hurts his ear.

T'oo ftrongly Luarded from the poct’s lays,

He fpurns the flatterer and his faucy praife.
' . Francis, L 11, £ i,
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ftowed on wit, valour, and beauty,
ever contribites to their augmenta.

tion.§

QUALITIES.

375 Our good qualities more than
our bad altions, expofe us to perfe-
cution and hatred,

376. Itis not enough to poflefs great
qualities ; unlefs wehave the manage-
ment of them.}

. 377. Some

§ The fenate, fays Tacitus, loaded Nero with
praifes, to excite the young emperor from the
glory acquired by little actions to greater. ¢ Mag-
€t nis patrum laudibus ; utjuvenilis animus, levium
€ quoque rerom gloria fublatus, majoges con~
€¢ tinuaret.”” ¢ Siniftra erga eminentes interpre-
€¢ tatio; nec minus periculum ex magna famay quam
€€ ¢x mala.” The world is apt to judge unfavour-
able of eminent merit. A great reputation is as
dangerous as a bad one.

1 ¢ Brutidium artibus honeftis copiofum, & fi
€ reftum iter pergeret ad clariffima quaque iturum
¢ feftinatio extimulabat ; dum zquales, dein fupe-
¢¢ riores, anteire parat : quos multos etiam bonos
¢ pefflumdedit ; qui, fpretis qua tarda cum fecuri-
¢¢ tate, prematura vel cum exitio properant.”® ‘Tac.

l A. iii. Brutidius was pofleffed of good cualities
fufficient
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377. Some good qualities, when
natural, degenerate into faults ; others
when acquired, prove imperfect. For
example—Nature muft give us bene~
wolence and valour; Realon muft teach
us to be frugal of our fortune and our
confidence.

378. Good qualities, like great abi-
lities, are incomprehenfible and incon-
ceivable to fuch as are deprived of them,

479, To live without envy isanin-
dication of great qualities. '

380. Bad qualities fometimes con-.
flitute great talents.

QUARRELS.

381. ‘(‘hlarre'lls would never be laft-"
iog were the fault only on one fide.
RAILLERY,

fufficientto have raifed him to the higheft digni-
ties, had he not, through precipitation, quitted the -
ufual track ; labouring to ouiirip firft his equals,
then his fuperiors ; a rock on which many worth
menhave fplit, while they ftrove, ar the greateft’
hazard, to obtain prematurely whar, with a little
. patience, they would have bad with perfeét fafety.
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RAILLERY.

- 382. Raillery is more infupportable
than reproach ; yet we have a rightto
refent injuries, but are rediculous in
being angry ata jeft. '

REASON.

" 383. We want ftrength to a& u
to our reafon. '

~ 384. A man is not deemed rational
merely becaufe chance may throw rea-
fonin his way; he alone is rationals
- who knows, diftinguithes, taftes,

RECONCILIATION.

385. Reconciliation with enemies

- proceeds from the defire of bettering

our condition; from being harafled by

the fatigue of war; or from the ap-
prehenfion of fome untoward event.

REPENTANCE.

386. Repentance is notfo much a
remorfe for what we have done, as the
apprehenfion of confequences.

REPUTATION.
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REPUTATION.

387. We except againft a judge,
in affairs of fmall mement, but are
content that our reputation and glory
fhould be dependent on thedecifion of
men who oppofe us, through jealoufy,
prejudice, or want of difcernment: yet
it is merely to engage thefe to deter-
mine inour favour that weoften hazard
our eafe and our lives.

388. Whatever be the ignominy we
may have incurred, it is generally in
our power to re-eftablith our reputa-
tion.*

RIDICULE.

¢ Particularly by a generous death: as Tacitus
fays of Sempronius: ¢ Conftantia mortis haud in-
¢¢ dignus emironn nomine, vita degeneraverat.”
A.i. Though he had degenerated from his great
anceftors by a diforderly life, he rendered himfelf
worthy of them by his conftancy in death. )
¢ Defcendam magnorum haud urquam indignug
. ¢¢ avorum.” irg.
. Receive a foul unfulled yet with fhame,

Which not belies my great forefather’s nase.
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'RIDICULE.: "

389 Ridicule feems to difhonour

even more than doth dithonour itfelf,*
SATISFACTION.

: 390. A man who finds no fatisfac-
tion in himfelf, feeks for it in vain elfe~
where. .

SECRET.

'991. How can we expe& that a
friend-fhould keep our fecret, whilft we
are convincing him that it is more than
we can do ourfelves.

SELF-GOVERNMENT.

392. It is eafier to-govern than te
avoid being governed.t
o - SELF-LOVE.

_ ® < Ridicule -excites gontempt and laughter,
€ butcan never b= a dete@or of talthood or a teft
of truth.”  Brown againft. Shaftfb.

1 Agricola govern:d his family ; which many
find to bea harder tafk than to govern a province.
Pomum fuam coarcuit, quod plerifque hawd ‘minus,
aduym eft quaw proviaciam regere. . Tace
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SELF-LOVE.

393. Self-love is artful beyond the
moft artful of men. -

394. Education inftills into young
people a fecond felf-love. '

395. Of all flatterers felf-love is
the greateft. I

-396. The firft impulfe of joy we
feel from the good-forwune of a fricnd,
proceeds neither from goodnatur:, nor
friendfhip; itis the effe& of fcif-love,
which flatters us with the hope of being
happy n our turn, or of being benc-
fited from the profperity of our friend.

397. Self-lave,juft as it happens to
be well or ill conduted, conftitutes
virtue or vice, '

398, Human prudence, rightly un-
deritood, is circumfpect enlightened
felf-love. i

399. We are {o prepoflefled in our
ewn favour, as often to miftake for
: - virtues

v



98 . MAXIMS.

virtﬁes certain vices that bear fome
refemblance to them, and ' which felf-
love artfully difguifes.t -

400. Notwithftanding all the dif-
coveries that have been made in the
regions of {clf-love, ftill there remains
much terra incognita.

401, Sclf-love magnifies, or dimi-
nithes, the good qualities of a friend,
in proportion to the fatisfaction we
take in them; and we judge of his
merit' by the terms he keeps with us.

402. Nothing is fo capable of di-
minithing felf-love, as the oblervation,
that we difapprove at one time what
we approve at another.

403. Selfnever reigns fo abfolutely
as in the paflion of love: we are ever
ready to facrifice the peace of thofe we
adore,

4 ¢¢ Species virtutibus fimiles.” Tac. A. xv.
feeming virtues. .

¢ Ipfa vitia pro virutibus_interpretamur.’
Tac, A. i. We miftake vices for yirtuzse

N
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adore, rather than difturb the leaft par-
ticle of our own. - ,

404. Self, in fome pcople, is fo pre-
dominant, that, when in love, theyare
more taken up with the paflion, than
the object of it.

405. Self-love is the love of felf,
and of every thing for its fuke. When
fortune gives the means, Self-loveido-
lizes felt, and tyranniz :s over others.4
It never refts nor fixes any where
from home. If it fettle on -external
. K2 - things,

+ Sclf-love is the fpring of all animal adtion.
Nature has implanted it in animals with a two-fald
view : the good of the individual, and that ot the
frecies: and operiteson them by a two-fold im-
ulie; an infupport=hls uneafinefs attendant on its
uppreflion, and a plcafurable fenfation annexed to

" its grinficat on. In brures, this motive to ation,

being undzr the fole” dire@ion of inftinét, is in
general uniform and evident. In man, inflinét
as been fuperadded to reafin, and felf-love be-

comes complex and myfterious, It is pliin, from
f1&, that all animals are in fom: d gree focial ;
fome of them, it we may fo fpcak, living under
monarchical, fome oligtrchical, others democratical,
and the reft patriar hal government. ‘The fifling
oy



100 MAXIMS.

things, it is only to extrad, as the bee
doth from flowcrs, whatever may be
ferviceable. Nothing fo impetuous as
its defires ; nothing (o fecret as its de-

' figns; nothing o artful as its conduét ! .

Its fubtilenefsis inexpreflible : its me-
tamorpofes furpafs thofe of Ovid, and
its refinements thofe of chemiftry, We
‘can neither fathom the depth, nor pene-
trate the obfcurity of 1ts abyfs. There,
concealed from the moft piercing eye,

it

or exerting the principle that thus unites them,
1s alwa,s 1ts €0 womita 't pain or pi-afure. And
inftin€t. where the is Dle governefs, impels them
invariaoly and uncrringly to .atu ¢’s end and_their
. own gooad; which are always uaited, though not-
alwiy, abDilately th: iame. For - xamnple, ani-
malseat to pp: fe cheir hunger, or pleafe their
palate 5 th y have no more view to fuftenan xc, than
the fexzs, . iner iniercurfe, have to propagation.
Men,to, 10 tar as they a& under initinét, at
unerrisgly 5 when that Laves them, they have ree
courfe to reafun; which not beng at Gll timesy
norin all pert-as, equally right nd .ir n2, does
not alway. pr mpt to what is_equilly truc and juft.
Society is unuoubtedly the intere ¢ of all mankind,
and though a » univerisl government has never yet
been, nur moit provably ever will be formed, {;t
o
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it makes numberlefs turnings and wind-

“ings. There—it is often invifible even .

_toitfelf. There—it conceives, breeds,
and cherifhes, without being fenfible 6f
1t, an infinity of different inclinations
fome fo monftrdus, that it either knows
them not when brought forth, or can-
not prevail on itfelf to own them.

From the grofs darknefs that envelopes -

it, fprings the ridiculous notion enter-
tained of itfelf. Thence its errors,
: K3 ignorance,

the wants of every man make him corfederate with,
and join himfclf t), fome particular public. Now,
as in order to the etablithment of a ftate it is in-
difpenfubly nccefiary to fuperfede fome private
rights, which are indvcd comp ‘niated refleétively,
though in a leis obvious ma nery this leems to
produce cafes, wherein thé good of the govern -
ment and that of the fubj. ¢t cluh.  And certainly
there are occafionally inftances where the neceflitics
of the commonwealth bear fo hard on particular
members as would givethem a ditatt> to fociety,
did not the uniting pr.nciple, the love of the fpecies,
the affc@ion f r the communit; or which they are
a part, lighten the oppreffion, footh the gricvance,
and, by benevolent refletion, even render it plea-
Qurable. To a&ions deduced from this fource,
the felt-love of the rett of the community (which

. ] , recps
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ignorance, and filly miftakes, Thence
fenfations are imagined dead, which
yetaie but afleep. %t fits down quictly
when only taking breath for a new
- chuce: and thinks all appetite loft be-
caufe for the: prefent rather fated. But
the thick mift which hides it from it=
felf, hiuders it not from feeing perfeétly
whatever is without ; thus refembling
the eye, that fees all things except
itfelf, In great concerns and impor-

’ tant

geaps the benefit of thefe feeming felf facrifices)
afaibes extraordinury merit, annexes atterdapt
glory, and cals them virtuous; which virtue,
rel.uively to the kind, thoughit be highly merito-
rious, is yet not difizierctted, becaufe repaid by the
yeflex pleafure ot the aétor: and may alio be carried
Jo farus to becom- irrational and vicious; for
$¢ tobe virtu us,” fiys Lord Shatifbury, ¢ is to
¢¢ have ~ne’s affc&ions right in refpe of une’s felf,
#¢ agwell asof focicty ™~ So that virtueis found to
be, not a difinterefird benevolence towards the
tpeci s, bur of that fort which is its own reward;
nota boundlefs enthufiatn for the pull.c, but the
fg mg affe&ion condu€t-d by reafop. It is a ra-
tional “.umanity ; or, accuding to our authar,
Sl eguted fef-love  And thus,
¢ “Frue felf-Jove and focial are the fame.™
k Pope,
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- tant affairs, where the violence of de-
fire fummoneth the whole attention, it
fees, perceives, underftands, invents,
penetrates, and divines all things.—
One would be tempted to fufpect that
each paffion had its refpective magic.
No cemént foclofe and ftrong as its
attachments ; which in vain itattempts
to break or diflolve even upon im-
pending mifery. Yet fometimes, what
could not, tor years, be accomplifhed
with the crueleft efforis, are affe&ted
without trouble. Whence we con-
clude, that by itfcif are its defires in-
flamed, rather than by the beauty and
merit of the objects ; that itsown tafte
heightens and ¢cmbellifhes them; that
itfeif is the game it perfues: and its
own inclination followed, rather than
the things which feem to be the objects

- of inclination. Compofed of contrarie-
ties, it is imperious and obedient, fin-
cereand hypocritical, mercifuland cruel,
timid and boid. lts inclinations, ac-
cording to different tempers, devote it

fome-
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fometimes to glory, fometimes to wealth,
fometimes to pleafure. Thefe change
as age and experience alter. Whether
it-bas really many inclinations, or one
only, is matter of indifference; be-
caufe it can fplit itfelf into many, or
colleét itfelf into one, juft as is conve-
nient or agreeable. Inconftant and
numberlefs are the changes, befides
thofe that happen from external caufes.
Inconftant through levity, through
love through novelty, through feciety,
through difguft, through inconftancy
itlelf.  Capricious, and labouring
witbreagernefs and incredible pains, to
obtain what is no ways advantageous,
nay even hurtful ; yet purfued merely
as a prefent affe@ion.—Whimfical,
and often exerting intenfe application,
in employments the moft trifling ; de-
lighting in the moft infipid, and pre-
ferving all its haughtinefs in.the moft
contemptible. Attendant on all ages
and conditions ; living every where;
on cvery thing; on nothing.—Eafy
‘ ' either
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cither in enjoyment, or want; joining
thofe who are at variance with it ; en-
_ tering into their {fchemes; and, wone
derful! hated itfelf, confpiring its own
deftru@ion, labouting to be undone,
defiiing meanly to exift, and, that
ésrlanted, confents to be its own enemy.
e are not therefore to be furprifed,

if fometimes clofing with the moit rigid

aufterity, it enters boldiy into a com- |

. bination ‘againft itfelf; becaufe what is
loft in one refped, is regained in ano-
ther. - We think it relinquifhes plea-
fures, when it only {fufpends,or changes
them ; and even when difcomfited, and
we feem to be rid of it, we find it
triumphant in its own dcfeat.—Such
is felf-love! and man’s life a ftrong, a
continual agitation! The fea is its re-
prefentative— in the flux and reflux of
whofe waves felf-love may behold a
lively reprefentation of the turbulent
fucceffion of the thoughts, and the
eternal commotions of the mind.

SENSATIONS,
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SENSATIONS.

- 406. It is lefs difficult to feign fen-
fations which we have not, than to
conceal thofe which we have.

N

SIMPLICITY.

407. Affeed fimplicity is refined
impofture.*

SINCERITY.

408. Sincerity is that opehnefs of

_ heart which is rarely to be found. It

is commonly perfonated by a refined

diffimulation, the end of which is te
procure confidence,

SLANDER.

~ 409. We commonly flander more
_ through vanity than malice.
SOBRIETY.

® ¢ Domitianus fimplicitatis ac modcftiz ima-
¢¢ gine ftudium literarum & amsrem  carminum
€ fimulabat ; quo velaret animum, & fratris #mu-
¢¢ lationi fubduceretur.” Tac  A. iv. Domitian,
under the mafk of fimplicity and modefty, af-
fefted the love of letters and poetry, the better

to conceal his defigng, and avoid his brother’s
jealoufy, .
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'SOBRIETY.

410. éobriety is either the love of
. health, or the incapagity for debauch.

THE SOUL.

411; The health of the foul is as
precariousas that of the body. When
we feem moft fecure from the paflions,
we are no lefs in danger of their infec-
tiop than we are of falling ill, when
we appear to be in good health.

4132. The diftempers of the foul, as
well as thofe of the body ; are liable to
relapfes : thus we miftake for a cure
what is no more than an intermiifion,
or a change of difeafe.}

- 413. Theflaws of the foul refemble
the wounds of thz body: the fcar
always

\

1 ¢ Dilatz voluptates, d'ffimulata  luxuria,
¢ falfe virtutes, & vitia reditura.” Tac. H. i
Sufpendid pleafures, and difguifed paffions, ere.
falfc virtues, or vices that will certainly return.

DR —
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always appears, and there is a danger
of its breaking out again.

TALKATIVENESS,.

414. We fpeak little when vanity
prompteth us not.

415. The exceflive pleafure we feel
in talking of ourfelves, thould make us
apprehenfive that we afford little to
our auditors.

416, It is acknowledged that we
fhould not talk of our wives; but we
feem not to know that we fhould tallc
ftill lefs of ourfelves.

417. We chufe rather to talk ill of
. ourfelves than not to talk at all.

418. Never is it more difficult to
fpeak well than when we are athamed
of our filence.

TASTE.

419. It is as common for men to
change their tafte, as it is uncommon
for. ﬁhcm tq change- their inclination.

420. A good

1

a
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420. A good tafte is more the effe®
of judgment than of underftanding.

421. Wegiveup our intereft fooner
than our tafte

‘422, Our tafte declines with our
merit,

423 Self-love bears lefs patiently
the condemnation of our tafte than
.that of our opinion.

TITLES.

424~ Titles, inftead of exalting, de-
bafe thofe who know not how te fup-

©_ port them.

TRUTH.
428. Truth itfelf is lefs beneficial

than its mere appearances are prejudi- -
cial.

426. Evenour enemies, in the judge-
ment they form of us, come nearer to
truth, than we do, in the judgement
we form of ourfelves,

L VALOUR,

o .
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 VALOUR.

427. The love of glory, the fear of
fhame, the defin of making a fortune,
the defirc of rendering life eafy and
agreeable, and the humour of humb-
ling other people, are often the caufes
of that valour {o cclebrated by mankind.

428. Valour in private foldiers is
a hazardous trade, taken up in order
to geta livclihood.

429. Pefedt valour, and perfe&® cow-
ardice, are extremes, which, in the
fame men, are fcldom experienced.
The intermediate fpace ‘is prodigious,
and contains all the different fpecies of
courage, which areas various as our
faces and humours. There are thofe,
.who at the beginning of an ation ex=
pofe themfelves boldiy; but flacken

and are difheartened on its duration. -

There are others who juft aim at pre-
“ ferving their honour. ~Some are at all
times equally - exempt from - fear.
Some full occafionally-into a general
; - Panlc~

N

- a
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panic. . Some advance to the charge
becaufe they dare not continue in
their poft.  There are men who are
infpired by finall dangers, and by
them hardened ' for greater.  Some,
brave at the fword, arc fearful of a
mufket; others, difying the mufket,
dread the fword. T'he various kinds
of valour agree in this, that might, aug-
menting fear, concenls good or bad
alions, and a%ords the opportunity of
fparing onc’s 21, Thereis yeta more
general difcretion: we ' find that thofe
who do moft, would do more fill, were
they fure of §etting off fafe. Itisvery
plain, therefore, that the fear of death
ftrikes a damp to courage. ’

" 430. Perfe@ valour confifts in do-
ing without witnefs, all that we thould
be capable of doing before the whole

world.§ -
' La 431. In

§ Valour is the contempt of death and pain.
€€ Pleraque ceepta initiis valida, fpatio languefcunt,”
Tac A.iiil. Mokt catesprifes that are briﬂ;“‘;t :

- - firfty
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431. In war, moft men expofe them-
felves fufficiently to fave their honour,
but few fo much as is neceffary to fuc-
‘ceed even in the defign for which they
thus expofe themfelves.

432. No man can anfwer for his
courage who has never been in danger.

433. A wife man had rather avoid
an engagement than embrace a con-
quett,

VANITY.

434. It is our own vanity that makes
the vanity of others intolerable.§

435. Though vani overturns not
the virtues, it certainly makes them

totter.
436. The

firft, languifh towards the conclufion. ¢¢ Obfcu-
rum noltis obtentus fugientibus.” Tac. H. i
The darknefs of the ‘night is a prote&@ion to run-
aways. ¢ Major vit® quam gloriz cupide.™
Tac. A. iv. e love life more than glory.

§ ¢ Adeo familiare eft hominibus, omnia fibi
¢ ignofcere, nihil aliis remitteret.” Parere. L ii
zvt‘lconIIookall faults ip ourfelyes, but mone ia

C5Se
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436. The moft violent paflions have
their_ intermiffions: but vanity gives
us no refpite. o

' 437. The pangs of thame and jea-
Joufy are fharp indeed, for va,_nity'l af-
fords no afliftance in {upporting them.

438. Vanity, more than reafon, in-
duces us to act againft inclination.

. VICE.

439. When our vices leave us, we
flatter ourfelves that we have left them. +

440. Vices enter into the compo-
.fition of virtues, as poifon into that of
medicines. Prudence mixes and tem-
» and "ufes the compound againft

the ills of life, with fuccefs.

44X. We are not often pofleffed
wholly by a fingle vice: the reafon is,
we are diftrated by feveral.

L3 VIOLENCE.

+ The vices wait for us through lite, like hofts
with whom we are obl.ged fuccetively to take up
Qur lxdging. It is uncertain, were  we twice to
take the fame journey, whether experience itfelf
would teach us, to(avo.d them, :
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- VIOLENCE.

442. Violence infli&ed by others
is often lefs painful than that which we
infli& on ourfelves. L :

. 442 The viclence we do to our-
felves in order to prevent love, is often
more rigorous than the cruelty of a
miftrefs,

VIRT.UE.

444 Our virtues are commbnly
vices difguifed. "

445. We miftake for virtue what -
is often no more than that concurrence
of altionsand interefts, which fortune,
orinduftry, difpofes to advantage. It
is not always from the principle of va-
lour, and chattity, that men are valiant,
or that women are chafte.

445. Profperity is a ftronger trial of
virtue than adverfity. - .

447. The virtues are loft in felf-
intereft, as rivers are loft in the fea.

. ..0
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"448. To the honour of virtue it
muft be acknowledged, thatour greateft
‘misfortunes are the effeéts of our
wices. .

.449. We defpife not all thofe who
have vices—yet do we defpife all thofe
who have no virtues.

450. Virtue would not go far, were
vanity not to bear her company.*

451. Naturefeemstohaveprelcribed
to every man at his birth, the bounds
both of his virtues and vices.

452. Bad as menare, they dare not
appear to be open enemies to virtue :
when therefore virtue is perfecuted, it
is reprefented as  counterfeit, or fome
crime is laid to its charge.

UNDERSTANDING.

453. Strength and weaknefs of mind
are improper terms; they arein reality
the

® ¢« Tglle ambitionem & faftugfos fpritus,
€ pull>s hebebis nec Platones, nec Catones, nec
¢ Scavolis, nec Scipioncs, ncc Fabricios.” Take
away ambition and, vanity, and where w.ll be your
Beroes or patriots, Sencca.



116 MAXIMS,

the good or ill difpofition of the organs

ofthz body. : )
454 Itis a common error to be

never fatisfied with our fortune, nor
diffatisfied with our underftanding.

"~ 455. Politenefs of mind confiftsing

courteous and dzlicate conception.

. 456. Tt often happens, that things
prefent themfclves to the mind more
finithed, than we, with much labour,’
can make them.

457. The defeéls of the mind, like
thofc of the face, grow worfe as we .
grow old. ,

" 458. The underftanding is bettet
employed in bearing altual misiortune,
than in penetrating into that which
poflibly may befall us.

459. It is not fo much through a
fertility of invention that we occalion-
ally find expedients, as through a po-
verty of judgement, which makes us
liften to every thing that imagination
prefents, and hinders us fromdifcerning
what is beft.

460. Aman
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460. A man of fenfe finds lefs diffi-
eultyin fubmitting toone whois wrong-
headed, than in attempting to fet him

461. Labours of the body free us
from pains of themind. Thisit is that
_conftitutes the happinefs of the poor.*

462. The mind between idlencfs
and conftancy, fixes on what is eafy
andagrceable.  This habit fets bounds
to our inquiries. No man was ever
at the trouble to ftretch his genius as
far it would go.

463. Small

= ® ¢ Jtis certain that asin the body, when no
¢ labour or natural exercife is ufed, the fpirits,
& which want their duc employment, turn againft
& the conftitution, and find work for themf:lves
® in a detructive way; £ in a foul, or mini,
@ unexgscifed, and which languiths for want of
& a&tion and employment, the thoughts and affec-
&¢ tions, being obtruted in theirdue courfe, and
. deprived of thrir matwial energy, raif: difquiet,
¢ and foment a rancorous eagernefs and torment-
“#4 ing irritation. . The temper from hence becomes”
¢ more impotent in paffion, more incapable of real
® moderatisn, and, like prepared fuel, readily
86 takes fire by the leaft fpark.”

Ld. Shafubury. v.a.
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463. Small geniufes are hurt by
fmall events: great geniufes look
through and defpife thein.

UNTRUTH.

464. Anaverfion tountruth, is often
an imperceptible ambition to give
weight to our own affirmations.

WEAKNESS. )
465. Weaknefs is the only fault that

is incorrigible.+ '
466. To virtue weaknefs is more
oppofite than is vice itfelf,

. 467. Men are treacherous oftner
through weakncfs thandefign.

468. Weak

T It is, however, the fault of Nature, for which
aman js jul as, blamable us a veffel is for being
faulty, . e. defeétive.

Lovd Ciefterfield fays, that men are more unwile
ling to have thuir weaknefles and inrperfe&ions
known than their crimes: and that itvou hintto a
manthat you think him ignorant, filly, or even il
bred or awkw-rd, he will hate ysu more and longer
¢haniif you tcll him plainly you think him a sogue.

v 129,
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468. Weak people are incapable of
fincerity. - :

469. More menare guilty of treafon
through weaknefs than ftudied defign.

470. If there be a man whofe weak
fide has never been difcovered, it is be~
caufe we have never accurately fearch-
-ed for it.4 - :

471. Silenceis the happicft courfe
for a man whois diffident of himfelf.

WEARINESS.

472. Weboaft that we are_never
out of fpirits; yet are ‘we too much
conceited to own ourfelves ever to be .
bad company.

~

473. We
4+ Lord Cheflerficld feems to have had this

maxim full in view when he wrote his g7th Let-
ter.  Hetelis us, that cvery bod- has a prevailing
wealknefs.; that Cardinal R chelicu, the ablet of
Statefmen, had the idle vanity to be thought the
bet poct o that Sir Rubart Walpole’s  pre-
vailing weakiefs was o be thought to have a po-
lite and happy wurn © gallintry, of which he had
undoubtedl, f\ifs than any muan living 5 and thofe
who had any penetration -applied to it with fues
<ecls, .

.

R
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473 We eafily forgive thofe who
weary us ; but we never forgive thofe
whoare wearied by us.

474. Wearealmoft always wearied
with the company of thofe very perfons
with whom we ought never to be fo.

WISDOM.

475. Our chief wifdom confifts in

being fenfible of out foibles.*

476. Our wifdom (as much as our
wealth) is at the mercy of fortune.§

477. To be wife for others is eafier
than to be wife for ourfelves.t

478. Some

. % —«¢¢ Sapicntia prima (eft)
¢« Srultitia caruiffe *——Horat.
Ev'n in our flights from vice fome virtue lies,
And free trom tolly, we to wifdom rife.
§ ¢¢ Resadverfee confil um adimuat ™ Tac.
A xi. Advesfity doprives men of their realon.

4 —¢¢ 1ta quafo (dii voftram fidem!)

¢¢ Jtanc comparatain eife hominum naturam om~
¢¢ nium, .

¢ Al vna ut melius videant & dijudicent

“- Qm
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478. Some perfons of weak under-
ftanding, are fenfible enough of thsir
weaknefs to make a wife ufe of it.

479. Wifdom is to the mind what
health is to the body.§ .

WIT.

- 480. Inconverfation confidence has
a greater fhare than wit.

481. No fools are fo troublefome
" as thofe who have fome wit.

- 482. Thofe who have but one fort
of wit are fure not to plcafe long.

M 483. Wit

¢ Quam fuir! An eo fit, quitin re noftra aut
€¢ gaudio
¢ Sumus przpediti nimia, aut 2gritudine :*

Gods ! that the nature of mankind is fuch,

To fze and judge of the affairs ot others

Much better than theirown ! [s’t therefore fo,

Becaufe that in our own concerns, we feel

‘The influence of joy and grief too neaily ? T
er.

§ ... Mens fana in corpore fano." Juv.

Forgive the Gods the reft, and ftind (0 1fin’d
‘To healih of body and conteat of miide
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483. Wit fometimes tempts us to
play the fool with great courage.§

484. Itis the charaéteri ftic of great
wits to fay much in few ‘words; fmall
wits feem to have the gift of {peaking
much and {2ying nothing.f

485. Thofeare miftaken who ima-
gine wit and judgement to be diftin&
matters. Judgementis only the perfec-
tion of wit; which penetrates into the
recefles of things, oblerves all that
merits obfervation, and perceives what
feems imperceptible. ' We muit there-
fore agree, that it is extenfive wit

which -

s
§ Ttisby vivacity and wit that a man fhines in
company ; buttrite jokes and loud laughter reduce
him to a buffhon. Ld. Chelterficld’s Letter 134

1 (Coux) ¢ qui parlent beaucoup, ne difent
¢ yumis rien”  Boileau,  Lp. ix. People who
talic much fuy nothicg, Or, as Terence exprefies
it: :
¢« Neg ifta hercle magno jam conatu magnas

¢ nugasd xerit,” Heautonting.

T .6 Sheil teke mighty pains
¢¢ Ty be dehiversd of forae mighty wifl . i
: Colman.
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which producesall the effe&ts att{ibuted

to judgement.§ :

. 486. A man of wit wauld be often
at a lofs, where it not for the company
of fools. :

WOMEN. '

487. Women effe® coynefs, as an
addition to beauty. P

488. Women often fancy themfelves
to be in love whenthey are not. The
amufement of an intrigue, the emotion
ot mind produced by gallantry, their
natural paflion to being beloved, and
an unwillingnefs to give a denial ;

- from all thefe they imagine themfelves
in love, when in fact they are only
coquetting. - ‘

, M2 489. Women

This is 2 more rational account of wit and
Jjudgment than that of thofe antitheis philsfophers
who mike diamctrical oppofi s 11 w0 mental op2-
rations, which, ifn:t ftnctly the fame, arc at lealt
infcpirably united ;' for nothing: can be witty that
19 nut judicious, :
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489. Women are completely cruel
only to thofe they hate.

490. The wit of moft women ferves
rather to fortify her folly than her
reafon.* o

491. Thereare thofe who, like new
fongs, are favourites only for a time.

492. The virtue of women is often
no more than the love of reputation and
quiet. )

493. There are few virtuous wo-
men who are not weary of their pro-
feflion.

494. Virtuous women-are like con-
cealed treafures, they are f:curebecaufe
nobody feeks after them.

495. A woman keeps her firft lover
leng, iffhe happens not to takea fzcond.

496, Te

® ¢ Women have an entertiining tattle, and
% fomct.mes  wit; but for folid reaf ning a
¢ good fenfe, | never knew on: in my life tha
¢ hadit, or who reafoncd and acted confequen-
§¢ tially fur four-and twenty hours together.”
Ld, Chgfterfizld’s Let. Ry
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- 496. To women, youth without
_beauty, is of as little confequence
as beauty without youth.

497 The common foible of woman
who once was handfome, is to forget’
that the is now no longer fo.*

498. Moft 'women yicld more
through weaknefs than paflion; whence
it happens that an enterprifing rather
than an amiable man commonly fuc-
ceeds beft with them.§

M3 499. Of

_® & Every woman who is not abf luicly uzly,
¢ thinks bertddr hondiome. Th: futpicien of
¢ 3¢ no woman, let her be ever fo old, cver |
¢ frgives. No flattery is  either too high or
¢ too low for them. ‘Lhey will gre-dily twallow

¢¢ the highefty and grat=fu-ly accepzotthe Liwelt s

¢ and you may farly flacer any woman, from,

#¢ her underaanding, down tothe exquifite tafte of

¢ her fan.”

-

Ld. Chefterficld’s Let. 5125, 181,

§ ¢ Whenever the flightet withes arife, the
L6 re will fHon follow.> Again, ¢ li you are
¢ not liftened to the fict time, tvy a fecond, a
6 hid, and a fourth, If the plice is noc al-

. . ¢ ready
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499. Ofall the violent paffions that
which leaft becomes a woman is love.

$00. In their firft defires women
love the love, afterwards the paffion.

501. That woman is much to be
pitied who at once poflefles both love
and virtue. '

YOUTH.

502. Youth changes its inclinations
through heat of blood; old-age per-
feveres in it through habit.

503. Youth is continual intoxica-
tion. It is the fever of reafon.

504. Young

%¢ ready taken, dcpend upon it, it may be con-
¢¢ quered Lett. 218. 224.

It is difficult to fay whether our author or
Lord Cheiterficld has {een hardeft upon the fex.
His Lordfhip however (among other douceurs)
acknowledges, that ¢ Women are the only re-
¢ fiaers of the merit of meny that it is true
¢ they cannot add weight, but they polith and
¢ give a luftre; that they abfolutely ftamp
¢ every man’s charaCter 1’ the bcav monde, and
¢ make it either current, or cry it down, and
¢ ftop itin paymenty Lett. 129. 218
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504. Young people, at the entrance
upon the world, fhould be either bafh-
ful or giddy ; a compofed felf-fuffici-
ency generally turns to impeitinence.

505. Timidity is a fault which is

dangerous to reprchend in thofc we
would reform.*

* Becaufe temerity, its o;;goﬁte, is a fault
fgu.\]ly dang:rous, and it is dificult to draw the
ine,

"FINTIS

3 JA70
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